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Statement from Culworth Parish Council Ref: Proposed Photovoltaic Park at Culworth Grounds Farm S/2011/0314/MAF Applicant Mr. Charles Buckley
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01327322322

It has come to the attention of the Parish Council that there are concerns about the above proposed development but it seems that there is also a great deal of incorrect information being conveyed and therefore the Parish Council felt it sensible to issue this statement to outline the key facts.

A planning application was received for consideration by the Parish Council in line with all planning applications. It was considered at a Parish Council meeting.  It was concluded that the Parish Council would put forward no objections but the recommendation that the application was considered by the full planning committee. We believe that this was the right decision as there are no adverse effects for the village and the site cannot be seen from anywhere in the village. The one boundary that is “open” had a comment that had a requirement within the planning process to be planted with a line of trees.

Within any planning application there is the prospect of a section 106 agreement and, in brief, this is a process that states that should any development impact on the community, an amount of money must be provided by the developer to mitigate this impact. This application had taken this into consideration but it was clear – and advice was taken – that this would not be the case in this situation as there was nothing to mitigate.

Subsequently to the Parish Council holding its meetings and agreeing not to recommend against it, the applicant, Mr Charles Buckley, approached the Parish Council to advise that he and his partners wished to offer a donation to the village to be put to good use for special projects even though they were not bound by a section 106 agreement. Again advice was sought and the result is a formal document called a Voluntary Unilateral Undertaking which outlines the nature of the donation, the amount of the donation and the method by which the Parish Council will manage and allocate the funds.

This agreement and the donation are completely separate and the offer does not impact on the planning committee’s views of whether to grant the application or not. The offer was not put to the Parish Council until after the decision not to oppose the application and the offer was greeted with enthusiasm by the Parish Council as it is clearly in the interests of the village to have such a sum available for projects that would not normally be able to be considered.

There also seems to be some misunderstanding that the Chair, Councillor Cook is a good friend of Mr Charles Buckley and that this had some impact on the Parish Council decision over the application.  This is not the case at all. Councillor Cook declared her interest in a planning application at a meeting in March where Mr Buckley had two planning applications before the council and in the minutes the application numbers were transposed.  Councillor Cook had in fact never met Mr Buckley before the March Parish Council meeting and was expressing her interest in an application for a new entrance to the lower cricket field – subsequently withdrawn – and on which she did not comment.

Should anyone want further information or clarification they should contact the Chairman Karin Cook on 01295760544 or Vice Chairman Brian Whitford on 01295760322

