Culworth parish Council 12th September 2005


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday September 12th 2005 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

1. Present Councillors Langdale, Howse, Cook, M Rowling and the Clerk Mrs. J.M. Rowling

2. Apologies for absence Councillor Whitaker (London) Middleton (work)

Members of public present   3

The Chairman apologised to Councillor Cook and her family for the distress caused at July meeting regarding the Memorial Oak tree. In future, members of the public will address the Council through the Chairman. Any response will come from the Chairman. The Councillors will not speak. This had been the practice before but had not happened in July. The Chairman urged all councillors, if not present at meetings, to read carefully the Minutes to be aware of business.

3. OPEN MEETING  

Football Field – concern re state of field, sheep and summer use.

Oak tree Village Green- letter read out regarding memorial to Dave Cook and its significance to a future child in particular (full text of letter retained in Minute Book)

5. Resignation of Councillor Theobald due to pressure of work. SNC had notified Council that cooption could take place. James Powell, The Cheviots had offered to fill the vacancy but was unable to attend this meeting. Councillors agreed to co-opt him. Clerk to inform him and to sign Code of Conduct.

6. Minutes of last meeting distributed earlier for July and two August meetings. It was noted that number of public rather than names are recorded.  Minutes agreed by those present and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

7. Matters arising

a) Oak tree on Village green- prior to the meeting Councillors had distributed to them, much information regarding tree planting, soil types and potential hazards to property. Councillor Cook also read her comments out. These are attached to the Minutes. Decisions taken at previous meetings are to be upheld. Five letters of support for the oak tree to remain as a memorial to Dave Cook were received and read out.

b)  Cricket Field  Clerk to ask the landowner and the Cricket Club if a water meter can be fitted, at no cost, by Anglian Water to assess if the ‘so low ‘ tariff can apply. Contractor to carry out one more cut and strim of the field at end of September.

c) Football Field Sheep had grazed field, topped by J.Mumford, two sheep remained in field for Summer Holiday. Children notified that football could take place.  Culworth School continue maintenance from the end of August in readiness for football season. Nets may need replacing. Clerk to ask school.

d) Burial ground Notice Board available now. Hedge to be trimmed

e) School Governors Report Darrell Locke not present

f) Village Hall Report   Councillor Cook reported a healthy financial statement. Production of ‘Headless Horseman’ 16/10/05 3.30pm. Minor refurbishment being carried out.

g) Footpaths and Bridleways Councillor Howse reported no problems 

h) Trees Councillor Howse had no problems apart from Village Green oak, which looks sick.

i) Village Design Statement Simon Theobald will continue this Clerk to update.

j) Heritage Walk 11th September 2pm at the Church 18 people participated to explore part of the boundary.

k) Bollards/Speed limit Councillor Middleton not present.

l) Youth Shelter Councillor Cook was awaiting further comments   from Youth.

m) Village areas local grass mowing. Clerk to obtain quotes from G. Taylor and J. Mumford for village to carry out mowing instead of term contractor. NCC could give small grant towards this.

8. Finances

a. Report from Internal Controller. No problems with accounts

b. Report from Internal Auditor Scheduled for October. BDO Stoy Hayward has completed audit 2004-5. No outstanding matters. Notice of Completion of audit to be displayed for 14 days. 

c. Receipts

Central networks £5.10 way leave for substation in Burial ground

Second half of precept due 23rd September

d. Payments

22/7 G. Taylor Green 10/6 and 28/6and Banbury lane  £160 (000100) TH/DL 

29/7 Powergen   £87.57 (101) DL/TH

        J. E. Mumford BG mowing £81 (102) TH/DL

8/8 J. E. Mumford    BG mowing £90 (103) TH/DL

      Texprep Newsletters£44.20

      Photocopying£24.66

      VAT               £3.64    =£68.66(104) TH/DL

G. Taylor Village green £65

               Cricket Field£100

               Banbury Lane £15  =£180(105) TH/DL

J.E. Mumford Mowing BG August £35 (000106) TH/DL

ABB Jul-Sep Street lighting Maintenance £84.63+£14.81VAT =£99.44(000107) TH/DL

G. Taylor Village Green  £65 Strimming Banbury Lane £15 = £80 (000108) TH/DL 

HBO Stoy Hayward  £120 +£21.50VAT Audit 2004-5

(000109) TH/DL

Mrs. J. M. Rowling Salary July – September £780

                                 Use of house as office    £50




   Broadband     £22.50

                                 Expenses       £4.35




   Total             £856.85 (000110) DL/TH

NALC Course fees  £40   (000111) TH/DL

e. Current Account £2364 24

f. Business Premium Account £3283.96

9. Planning

a. Applications received Councillor Middleton requests that all-important documents are delivered personally. It was agreed that this is impractical. Councillors should continue to notify the Clerk of their absences.

b. Decisions received

S/2005/0780/LB Laurel Villa 

10. Correspondence

a) NCC Rights of Way update

b) TADD

c) NCC Draft Mineral and waste strategy

d) NCC Public transport

e) NALC Training dates Chairman and Clerk to attend one. 

f) SNC Open Space and Provision in South Northants- inadequate postage put on by SNC.  PC paid £1.14 to claim document

g) SNC Annual Welfare Report

h) Clerks Council Direct

i) NCC Local parking Controls

j) NCC Annual parish Questionnaire

11. Any other business

Newsletter- Printer had informed Editor of reduction in colour printing prices. It is still too expensive

12. Meeting closed 9.25pm
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