Culworth Parish Council January 2005


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on   Monday January 10th 2005 at 7.30pm at Culworth Village Hall.

Councillors present:D.M. Langdale, Chairman,K.Cook,S. Theobald, C. Middleton,T. Howse,V. Whitaker, M. Rowling and the Clerk Mrs. J. M. Rowling.

Apologies for absence:

Members of public present: Mrs S. Lawrence, Head of Culworth School, and Darrell Locke School Governor Representative

OPEN MEETING

Football Field

Mrs. Lawrence and Mr. Locke reported that the peppercorn rent had not been paid for a number of years to Crutchley Estates but the CPSA had made a donation towards the reseeding. The field had been cut by the contractors whose current schedule is one cut in September, October, March, early April and end April. at a cost of £440.This included marking the football pitch out as required. It was thought that Mr.Gill had intended to graze sheep. This had not occurred.  Dog fouling is the greatest problem at present. Cllr Whitaker advised contacting the Dog Warden. Local notices will be erected. Clerk to confirm with Mr. Gill that the Parish Council will maintain the field from May to September on a monthly basis. Copies of correspondence to Mrs Lawrence and Mr Locke.

School footpath reported by Clerk and latterly by Mr Locke is scheduled for inspection this week as hazard to the young school children.

Meeting closed 7.55pm

1. Minutes of meeting in November 2004 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman
2. Matters arising
a) Cricket Field- Spring regime to deal with the nettles will be discussed with Mrs. Trott. Youth Shelter—PCSO and CBO still to arrange meeting with youth. SNC state that planning will be required. Some councillors thought the youth had sufficient skills to build there own shelter under supervision
b) Track off drift road- Rights of way involved to ascertain origins of this track. Those wishing to walk the track should ask the landowner for permission.
c) Red Lion footpath  Cllr Middleton is organising an action day on March 12th after Clerk has checked insurance cover.
d) Highway matters- Please inform Clarence 0800232323 of any issues and get work number for follow up. Gullies, school footpath are all requiring attention. Councillor Middleton asked how the moss on paths is dealt with.
e) Burial ground Moles a/c settled New fees from Church Commissioners from 1/1/05  Confirmation of transfer to Parish Council scheduled for 1/4/05
f) Berry Hill Close – No progress. Clerk to contact Mr Kerrou Head of the Built Environment
g) Welcome Pack in process of completion
h) Village green registration and concern re state of green following building works It was agreed that a letter should be sent from the Parish Council to all householders around the green asking them to avoid parking on the Green. This area is maintained by the Parish Council as a village amenity. The roads are part of the public highway and should not be obstructed
3. School Governors Report covered above
4. Footpaths and Tree warden Councillor Howse No problems reported. Details concerning NLAF and revisions of Rights of Way were given to him. Concern was expressed re the coppice opposite Eydon End. A number of scrub trees are overhanging the verge and also the opposite side of the road power lines. Clerk has tried to contact the Diocese (now in hands of Diocesan Agents)
5. Village Hall report Councillor Cook Fete scheduled for June /July. Bank balance healthy approx £4000. Ian Simonsen continues as Treasurer. Working Party to be organised to deal with minor repairs.
6. Finances
a) Receipts
b) 8/5/04 J.and M. Humphris £125 Sykes headstone

c) Payments

Clerk’s salary Oct-Dec £565

Expenses inc email £41.74+£30.03= £674.27(000073) TH/CM (NB £3.99 owing from Mar 04)

Use of house as office £37.50

Powergen July –December   £158.54+ £7.93= £166.47 (000074) TH/CM

SLCC Annual Sub    £69 (000075) TH/CM

From April 04

Mrs J. M. Rowling expenses to end of March £7.45 (000028)

Powergen Jan – Mar £83.62+£4.18= £87.80 (000029)

ABB Jan – Mar  £78.78+£13.79= £92.57 (000030)

Clerk’s computer purchased as a reconditioned offer through Govt surplus now failing with increased software and use. All councillors agreed for Clerk to purchase new laptop with a view to cost sharing with Eydon and Litchborough. Councillors Cook and Theobald to advise Clerk (Councillor Rowling did not participate in this discussion)

    Bank details   Current Account  £512.27
  Savings Account  £5682.64

c) Internal Controller Report  No problems

d) Internal Auditor Report   9/1/05 Basic records and procedures are unchanged and are generally satisfactory. Clerical errors identified- and corrected  (see receipts and payments)  

VAT on expenses paid in cash not reclaimed Small amounts but principle should be adhered to.

Concern re security of Account Book and Risk Assessment. Still no computerised model adopted 

Bank reconciliation should be carried out in account book

Precept request for 2005-6 £9000 proposed Councillor Cook. All councillors in favour as, in spite of circulation, no member of public had questioned increase 

7. Planning           

Applications  

S/2004/1608/P Zig Zag farm Submission of plan detailing right of way  No comments

Decisions received from SNC  None

8
Correspondence

a) NALC and Village Viewpoint

b) Daventry Police

c) SNC Licensing Act – too short notice to attend meeting on 23/12/04 To ask for March meeting

d) Standards Board   leaflets distributed

e) Atkins Winter Gritting leaflets distributed

f) East Midlands in Bloom  agreed to not participate

g) Affordable Housing

h) SNC Concessionary fares No uptake

i) Northants Rights of Way Survey Councillor Howse to complete

j) New bus service times for newsletter

k) SNC Budget proposals Councillor Whitaker gave an overview. Given short time, Councillors considered £5,000 for small works insignificant.

l. Clerk’s Councils Direct to be circulated
9 Any other business- none

Date of next scheduled meeting March 14th 
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