Culworth parish Council Annual general Meeting 8th May 2006


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday May 8th 2006 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

1. Present Councillors D. Langdale,V. Whitaker, T. Howse,M. Rowling,S. Bennett,K. Cook and the Clerk Mrs J. Rowling. District Councillor Rosemary Herring.

2. Apologies for absence Councillor J. Powell

3. Members of public present None

4. OPEN MEETING  None

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
a) Election of Chairman Councillor Langdale proposed Councillor Rowling, seconded Councillor Howse

b) Election of Vice Chairman Councillor Cook proposed Councillor Langdale, seconded Councillor Whitaker

c) Responsible Financial officer   The Clerk

d) Internal Controller Councillor Cook

e) Internal Auditor Mr. C. R.Winter

f) Signatories to account  Councillors Langdale, Howse, and Bennett

g) Planning applications All members see applications followed by meeting to consolidate responses and to allow for public comment.

h) Burial ground subcommittee  Councillors Langdale, Rowling, Howse and the Clerk

i) Finance subcommittee   Councillors Langdale, Cook and the Clerk

j) Cricket Field Subcommittee Councillors Bennett,Cook, Mrs. S. Trott, Mrs. S. Razavi, Mr. F. Eaton, and the Clerk. As both young persons may not be available now, new committee to seek opinion of youth for representation.

k) Village Hall representative  Councillor Cook

l) School Governor Representative  No longer required from April 1st. PC to  communicate directly with school.Clerk to write letter of thanks to Mr Locke.

m) Tree warden Councillor Howse

n) Footpaths   Councillor Howse

o) Newsletter Councillor Cook

p) Website Councillor Cook and Dave Sussman

q) CITY  Councillor Whitaker stated that SNC are in dialogue with ACRE in re-evaluating  village projects.

r) Meetings for 2006-7    MONDAYS at 7PM  10/7,11/9,13/11,8/1/07,12/3/07,Annual Parish Assembly 23April, and Annual General Meeting 14/5

5. Minutes of  meetings in  March and April distributed earlier, agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters arising

a) Bollards in High Street- Nick Gore and Nic Mather visited. Awaiting estimates of costs.Once received, Chairman, Clerk and Mr. Chester to visit County Councillor Ben Smith in NCC.Clerk to supply relevant previous paperwork. Emails to Nick Gore remain unanswered. Clerk to address line manager to encourage response.

b) 30 mph Speed Boards Sulgrave Road- Councillor Bennett to speak to Road Safety Dept to expedite response.

c) Aircraft noise- + Coventry Airport extension comments to be received b y early June (for circulation)

d) Summer activities Councillors  Bennett and Cook reported on their exciting programme which has been greatly aided by two officers-  Arts Development and Sports development from ?SNC. The questionnaire is ready for distribution. Two young people have designed an appropriate poster. Volunteers are coming forward for training.Banbury Guardian to promote activity.

e) Potholes in Thorpe Road- Richard Woodhouse Area manager ordered repair also  and other highway matters. Culvert to be assessed  near Banbury Lane garage.  

f) Report from CPRE Planning Meeting at Cranford 25th April 2006 Councillors Langdale and Howse reported that Henry Oliver CPRE Officer for planning identified the changes- there is now a regional spatial survey instead of County Structure Plan. Changes in planning affect the whole community. The importance of  responding to documents, however little the impact locally is was stressed. 

g) Report from Burial management study day Clerk April 26th Towcester Town Hall. Concern s were raised o n the hazards of the modern gravestones which have an in built hazard of toppling as they are built on a plinth. Headstones remain the responsibility of the grave purchaser in perpetuity at present. There is a difficulty in contacting relatives should the grave need repair. Some councils are including a resolution that after 25years, the gravestone becomes the responsibility of the Local Authority for ease of long term maintenance. It is considered bad practice to lay unsafe gravestones flat. A topple tester for gravestones was  exhibited. Topple tester £840 and machine to operate it £814 meant it was impracticable for small parishes. The tried and tested method of trying to rock the stone was disapproved of as being unscientific.

h) Village of Year Councillors Langdale , Howse and Clerk. Councillor Howse reported on the meeting with the three judges on Monday 24th April from 10-12pm. The submitted form was thoroughly gone through with additional information supplied.Various parts of the village- the church, the school and the village hall were inspected. 

Finance

a) Receipts Ist half of precept received

Culworth PCC £90

Rev Chris Whiteman £48  both for memorial for B. Winnett

Northampton Community Fund £6350

VAT Refund for 2005-6 awaited

b) Payments

23/3/06 ABB £84.63 + £14.81VAT = £99.44 000138(SB/TH) 

             ACRE Village of Year  £10 000139(SB/TH)

             CPRE Study Day £26 000140(TH/DL)

J. E. Mumford BG Mowing £51 Burial ground and Barley Hill 000144(SB/TH

Texprep Newsletters £14.73, Photocopying£12.79 VAT£2.24= £29.76 000145(SB/TH

G. Taylor Mowing village green 27/4 £70  000146(TH/SB)

Travelling to Cranford Councillor Howse and passengers 100miles at 50p per mile= £50 000147(SB/DL)

Community Account  £9249.78

Business deposit account  Statement three monthly £4735.96  Clerk to transfer £7000 from Community Account to Business Premium Account.

Accounts 2005-6 . The Internal Auditor had checked and verified the accounts. Before the audit, he will complete his section of audit form after PC have agreed their statements. Extra meeting likely in early June to complete this. These accounts were adopted by the whole Parish Council as correct. All account books are available for inspection at the clerk’s house or at Parish Council meeting.

c) Report from Internal Controller None

d) Report from Internal Auditor  awaited

e) Audit  scheduled for end of June. 

f)    Risk assessment To add – bus shelters checked annually. Gravestones checked on annual basis for stability . For presentation at July meeting.

7. Planning

a) Applications received but already commented on

1, Wheatsheaf Cottage Conservatory PC No observations

Paddocks farm Sulgrave Road renewal of siting of mobile home. No comments/

b) Decisions received

10 Barley Hill

8. Correspondence

a) Local transport plan for circulation

b) Development Powers for West Northamptonshire Development Corporation.

c) Voluntary Action in South Northants for circulation

d) Village Viewpoint for circulation

e) Local development framework SNC explained why delay.

f) Rights of Way reusing old roads Councillor Howse to read

9. Any other business

Wall by 2 Crown House in urgent need of repair.

Village Hall report- reapplication for grant in August after previously turned down

Health and safety rules are being upgraded.

Bus shelter Sulgrave Road needs roof repairs and rear wall repairs. Some councillors thought a new bus shelter was indicated

10. Meeting closed 8.20pm
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