CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday July 14th 2003 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors Langdale (Chairman), Whitaker, Cook, Theobald, Middleton, Howse, Rowling and the Clerk Mrs. J. M. Rowling.

No members of public present

After welcoming everyone, the Chairman asked if Councillors could notify the Clerk of their annual leave or absences to avoid correspondence being held up.

 Councillors’ addresses 

 Chairman D. Langdale Park House, Sulgrave Road, Tel: 760222

Karin Cook 4 Church Cottages Tel: 760544

Chris Middleton The Old Village Shop, The Green Tel: 760125

Simon Theobald Fulford Cottage, The Green Tel:768569

Terry Howse, Bankcroft, High Street (last house on right going down hill) tel: 768110

Valerie Whitaker Myrtle Cottage Sulgrave Road Tel: 768123

Post goes in bin in lean to garage)

Martin/ Jose Rowling The Forge The Green Tel: 760571(large letterbox on left of backdoor which is located off the gravel drive at the rear of the property)

Minutes of meetings held on 13/5,21/5,and 11/6 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

Matters arising

1. Cricket Field  Mrs Trott’s solicitor had had a rethink on the licence. Mrs. Trott is licensing the field to the Parish Council with a separate licence from her to the Cricket Club. Members had had the opportunity to read the draft Parish Council Licence prior to the meeting. It was noted that the 15year licence secures the field for the parish for that time. The Clerk is to write to Mrs. Trott asking for clarification of who has the final word should Mrs. Trott be unavailable e.g. for use of the field for car parking for funeral etc. It is noted that during the winter months, sheep graze the field. Who is responsible for this? It was agreed that the Cricket Club should take on the liabilities of the Pavilion with regard to Water and Sewerage rates and electricity. It is understood that the pavilion is zero rated for Council Tax. The Clerk is to send copies of the licences to J.P. Waterhouse (PC Solicitor, Banbury) and to Mrs. Trott with the Parish Council comments asking for a response by September 2nd 

2. Highway matters- WS Atkins pothole repairing throughout the village prior to surface dressing. Work in progress on Green by Trevor Jolley. Peter Cheney, WS Atkins Maintenance Engineer had included the kerbing by Amaryllis Cottage and repointing of the kerbs adjacent to Warden House. WS Atkins would be tarmacing the Green. Footpath Nook to Dalmar bollards is not part of this work. Councillor Whitaker is happy with the response to her letter regarding the B4525 and the SNC litter collection at its junction with the C51. Drift Road (from Barley Hill to Fulford Farm) repairs required. Reported to Clarence again

3. Speed Limit sign removals Sulgrave Road to nearer bus shelter-Councillor Middleton in consultation with Road safety.

4. Burial Ground. Council awaiting letter from Archdeacon. Clerk to ask Nick Hirst to replace gatepost adjacent Berry Hill Close as it is rotten. Clerk to chase EMEB regarding repairs to substation wooden framework.

5. Bus services- Mrs. Courtney dealing with Nigel Whyte. Some people were enjoying the freedom of visiting Brackley.

6. School Governors Report- Darrell Locke at extra Governor’s meeting at school.

7. Trees and Footpath Report –Dave Cook sent apologies. Nothing new to report. CroW Act Map available at Clerk’s house. 

8. Village Hall Report  Councillor Whitaker reported that she had yet to attend a meeting but she was concerned that as a member of the Committee she, because the Village Hall is an unincorporated Charity, could find that her personal assets are used in  the event of financial problems at the Hall. She would continue on the Village hall committee until she had the matter completely clarified.   Councillor Cook reported on the ‘best ever’  fete with superb weather and happy people. Financially £1088  profit.

9. CITY Mrs. Webster was unable to attend. The Parish Plan was published and distributed in June. The final portion of grant had not been requested as the remaining expenses could be covered by the money in hand. The Clerk spoke of the successful Study morning at Wadenhoe Village hall organised jointly with the Rockingham Forest Trust and CPRE. The Clerk is to write to Mrs. Webster to ask if CITY would like a similar session locally.
10. Civic Trust Walk  Sunday September 14th at 2.30pm from the Church.PC to provide light refreshments afterwards in the Church. (Councillor Rowling as Churchwarden gave permission)
11. Continuing Operation Springclean. Councillors reported on their areas. The Green bus shelter has been repainted in parts. Sulgrave Road Bus Shelter is swept out very regularly  Britain in Bloom judging took place on Tuesday 8/7/03 at 1.30pm accompanied by the Clerk. Special attention paid to the School Water and Sensory Garden, The Red Lion and those gardens along the Concrete road with Home Farm named  as theVILLAGE garden. It is the work of one person and illustrates a traditional English garden with flower beds, fruit cages,and vegetable patch for all year round. The judges remarked on the varied views around the village and the unusual finding of a Plane tree.
12. Clerk’s contract. All councillors in favour of this standard contract which the Chairman will complete on the Council’s behalf. Councillor Rowling abstained from any comment
13. SNC Bulky Domestic refuse  Still no response to email to Andy Preston regarding the unnecessary charging.
14. New Councillors Study session July      Hunsbury Hill. Councillors Howse and Middleton to attend.
15. Printer and Scanner purchased for Clerk

16. Parish Council records- Chairman had asked  Rupert  Rowling to assist the Clerk in creating backup files to comply with Risk Assessment.

17. Youth Councils – Councillor Theobald reported that Hannah had been advised that the next meeting would take place in September.

ACCOUNTS

Internal Auditor’s report. a) Completion of Audit Form 2001-2 not sent.b)Chairman to sign account book  c)VAT due to be paid on cheque 100708 . Will be paid at end of 2003-4. d) CITY VAT paid with main account e) Culworth Financial statement needs resigning .For September agenda   ACCOUNTS need amending to include £30 underpayment for Powergen. Various other amendments noted in red. Account sheet represented to Councillors. Clerk  to claim all her expenses at end of March.  

Accounts for Audit by HLBAv Audit in August   Official notice displayed

G. Taylor   Green maintenance 4/6,25/6  £120 ( 100774 )DL/LM

ABB Street lighting Maintenance £78.78 +£13.79= £92.57 (100773) DL/LM

Powergen Unmetered Supply  Apr-June £83.62+£4.18 = £87.80 (100776)DL/LM

Clerk’s salary April- June,Expenses and use of House as office £416 +£25+£79.95 =£520.95 (100777) DL/LM

SLCC Training for Clerk  £100  (100778) DL/LM All councillors  agree to this and are aware of increased time for Clerk to do this
Community Account £250

Business premium account  £7,360.65 inc £8.90 interest Apr-Jun

Alliance Leicester account applied for- Completion awaited

CITY Accounts

Texprep Village plan  £162  (100011) DL/JS

Karin Cook Website etc £200 (10012)DL/JS

Planning applications NONE

Planning consent

S/2003/0598/LB Rebuild of 12metre collapsed wall West Hill Farm 

CORRESPONDENCE

· SNC Handbook

· Glasdon Catalogue- Street Furniture

· Shaw   Official Stationery supplier

· NALC

· SNC Housing Survey

· SNC Performance review

· WS Atkins Parish Information Sheet

· New Ethical Framework regulations- Copies on HMSO website.www.hmso.gov.uk/si/si2003/20031483.htm

· NCC Voluntary and Community Groups Funding programme

· Wicksteed Leisure

· SNC Who does what?

· Horton General Hospital

· Cherwell Vale health Focus

· NCC Area Committee SNC Offices Springfields, Towcester 9/7/03 7pm 

· Brackley Hospital Trust AGM 23/7/03 7.30pm

· DEFRA  Indemnities

· SNC Summer Programme for Children (advertised in Post office)

· SNC request by Chief Executive for meetings with PCs either at SNC or locally. Culworth would be pleased to host a local event

· Quality parish councils  Document update

Any other business 

Racks for Post Office Councillor Cook reported these are being obtained

Meeting closed 9.30pm

