Culworth Parish Council July 2005


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday July 11th 2005 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.

1. Present Councillors Langdale (Chairman), Howse, Rowling, Whitaker, Cook, Middleton and the Clerk Mrs. J. M. Rowling.

2. Apologies for absence Councillor Theobald (work)

3. Members of public present   3

4. OPEN MEETING 

Trees on Village Green- a letter had been received on 26th May regarding the perceived hazard to a property on the Green of the recent planting of an oak tree, in the future. Included with the letter was an article from the Daily Telegraph of May 20th, which discussed the potential hazards to property within close proximity of mature trees.The residents reinforced their concern in person. Councillors were reminded that the Parish Council had informed the village in the January and March newsletter. and residents around the Green were invited to attend the tree planting ceremony on April 3rd at 2pm. No one had voiced concern at that time. After discussion during which Councillor Cook temporarily left the meeting, it was agreed that this matter should be deferred to   the September meeting. (At the present time, the oak tree may be in a poor state) Meeting closed

5. Minutes of last meeting distributed earlier, were agreed by those present as correct and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters arising

a) Cricket Field—bookings kept by Clerk. Damage to wicket by bicycles during wet spell. Mowing of outfield twice and strimming once to date. Weed control satisfactory. Clerk to investigate ‘so 

Low’ water rate with Anglian Water

b) Football Field   Mr. Gill has put sheep in for very short while to eat grass. J. Mumford to be asked to mow soon.

c) Highway matters  School footpath repaired 25/6/05. Red Lion Footpath treated. New opening off Red Lion footpath did not require SNC permission

d) Burial ground   Notice board in process of being made. Burial Ground information, distributed to all Councillors, approved. Fees approved to be those of Church Commissioners for this year.

e) Welcome pack distributed with Annual Parish Report and newsletter to all households. Spare packs available for newcomers.

f) Berry Hill Close. Parish Council do not need to arrange mowing of field for Fete on July 17th. 
g) School Governors Report   Darrell Locke Not present

h) Village Hall Report    Councillor Rowling, who was present at last Village Hall meeting, gave an update on fete including the walk by the Battlefield Trust. The weekend working party is to become an annual event. The finances are in a stable position.

i) Footpaths and bridleways   Councillor Howse reported that the footpath from Eydon to Culworth is now very accessible. A new stile had been erected at West hill Farm.

j) Trees.  Councillor Howse reported that Tree Profiles had successfully removed the hazardous trees adjacent to the highway in High Street opposite Eydon End at the Diocese of Peterborough’s expense. 

k) County Councillor Ken Melling was introduced to Parish Council and to speak on his role in County Council. The new administration was bound by existing budget for this financial year. For the future, any improvement in roads, part of the manifesto, would have to be met out of efficiency savings elsewhere as it is intended to increase Council tax only by inflation. His contact details are in newsletters.

l) Village Design Statement   Councillor Theobald had produced an excellent draft. Councillors added comments, which Councillor Cook and the Clerk will collate and redistribute to all Councillors for correction.

m) Heritage Walk 11th September NOTE corrected date. Councillor Rowling will lead a walk to identify a portion of the Parish Boundaries starting at 2pm at the Church.

New business

Minute Book  - Clerk to use a loose-leaf format once the present book is completed.

7. Finances

a) Report from Internal Controller Councillor Cook to review accounts before next meeting.

a) Report from Internal Auditor. Audit form completed for 2004-5 and sent for audit 27th June 2005. Further letter from auditor requiring specific information regarding reduction in capital expenditure- Green had been refurbished in 2003-4. . All councillors notified of change of name of auditor by email to BDO Stoy Hayward. 

b) Receipts

David Mumford £15 cash for use of Cricket Field for car parking.

J and M Humphris Roberts funeral £152

c) Payments

1/6/05 Culworth Cricket Club for Anglian Water £113.26 (00088) TH/DL Clerk to investigate ‘so low ‘scheme.

          NALC Annual Subscription £97 (00089) TH/DL 

5/6/05 G. Taylor Mowing £130 Village Green and £80 Cricket Field (00090) TH/DL

ACRE Annual Subscription £31 (00091) TH/CM

J.E. Mumford  Mowing Burial ground £51 Football Field £60 (00092)TH/CM

A. J. Turner Plants for War Memorial £15 (00093) TH/CM

ABB Street Lighting Apr – Jun  £84.63+£14.81VAT = £99.44(00094) TH/CM

Powergen £83.40+£4.17 VAT= £87.57 (000096) TH/CM

Clerk s salary Apr- Jun           £780

            Expenses                     £ 36.65

            Broadband                    £ 22.50

            Use of house as office   £50.00 Total   £889.15(000097) TH/CM 

Texprep Newsletters             £30.35

              Annual Report        £71.70

             Village Directory    £53.40  

              Photocopying           £4.32

              VAT                              76

              Total                     £160.53 (000098) TH/CM

J.E. Mumford Football Field   £60 (000099) TH/CM

Current Account         £4135.47

Deposit Account NB Statements three monthly now £3182.64

Clerk to pursue online banking

8. Planning

Applications

S/2005/0780/LB Replace aluminium double-glazed windows with wooden sash windows. Installation of ensuite in bedroom in attic. Laurel Villa High Street   PC welcome return to original type of windows Councillor Cook declared interest as neighbour.

S/2005/0329/CLU Continued use of land as garden in association with residential enjoyment of Fulford Farmhouse Additional evidence submitted- already received several weeks ago  PC Nothing further to add.

      Decisions received

      None 

9. Correspondence

a) Police  New Beat officer PC Rush. Neighbourhood Watch Management Support teams

b) SNC Arts

c) NALC Village Viewpoint etc for circulation

d) SNC Local Development Framework: Core Strategy Issues and Options   Meeting 20th July SNC 7-9pm Representative required Document to be circulated. Councillor Langdale and Clerk to attend. Comments need to be back at SNC by August 1st.

e) Victim Support request for volunteers for newsletter.

f) Open Spaces Society 

g) NCC Bus timetables 

h) Culworth PCC re Benefice magazine After discussion, members were unable to commit PC financially as budget fixed for 2005-6. Concern at possible overlap with existing newsletter for village. 

i) SNC   Culworth Village hall Licence No comments.

j) Review of village confines- Clerk to contact landowners. Concern that not all the present cricket field is within the important open space. Public will have opportunity to comment in October/ November.

10. Any other business

Bollards/ speed limit signs at Sulgrave Road- Councillor Middleton to attend to

Youth shelter- Councillor Cook is encouraging youth to fund raise. Parish Council would support initiative.

11. Meeting closed 9.05pm
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