Culworth Parish Council March 10th 2008


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Monday March 10th 2008 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

1. Present Councillors D. Langdale, Chairman), M. Rowling, J. Golding, K. Cook, T. Howse, J. Powell and the Clerk Mrs J. M. Rowling.

2. Apologies for absence Councillor Whitford?

3. Members of public present Mrs S. Trott

4. OPEN MEETING

a) Cricket Field- Mrs Trott had discussed with Fred Eaton the possibility of offering the Cricket Field as a possible site for the Village Hall, given that the Pavilion is in a poor state and the Village Hall has about a 5 year life span. The Parish Council met this favourably. Mrs Trott will convey the offer to the Village Hall committee on 18th March.

b) Closure of A361 Increased traffic is coming through Culworth although the official diversion is through Southam and Daventry.Concern expressed about the narrowness of Trafford Bridge. Oxfordshire County Council responsible for the road closure notices and other signage relating to the road works is not able to sign the narrow bridge.

c) Smiley faces- traffic calming measure at Wardington

5.Declarations of interest none

6. Minutes of last meeting in January distributed earlier, after amendment to July 2007 minutes when under School, ‘the results of the geological survey are not known’. were signed by the Chairman.

      7.Matters arising

a) Light bulbs distributed to all householders. Thanks to Mrs Trott

b) School update- orb and weathervane now in position. No news on funding.

c) Highways- meeting at Boddington on March 26th. Councillor Rowling           to attend.

d) Speeding/posters. Councillor Golding reported on a traffic survey      organised by the Police, which showed a number of speeding motorists.

Rachel Abbott, Deputy Chief Officer ACRE encourages residents to form part of Speed watch campaign. Councillor Golding will inform APA of the number or residents required to be considered and to ask for volunteers. The Chairman congratulated Councillor Golding on this effort. Speed posters will arrive in next few weeks for distribution and erection by Councillors.

e) Village hall meeting 18/3

f) Cricket Field   At the request of the Cricket Club AGM, the excessive mole activity is being treated by Front Row Environmental Services as SNC and Local Pest officers are unwilling to treat because of the loss of traps. Estimated cost about £200.The Council considered the mole issue to be a problem for the Cricket Club. In future, the Club must fund this work. Anglian Water bill has been referred for empty property rate from September to April 30th.

                  g) Annual Parish Assembly    Monday April 14th Speaker from CAB

invited. Children’s Play Area and Speed watch

 for agenda. Speakers to be restricted to three minutes. 

       8.   Finances

a) Report from Internal Controller Councillor Cook has inspected the books and identified an error in July Minutes regarding school matters

b) Report from Internal Auditor in April/May

c) Receipts None

d) Payments

Mrs J. M. Rowling salary Jan – March  £1040

                                Expenses                   £ 10.67

                                Use of house as office  £62.50

                                Broadband                    £22.50

                                Total                         £ 1135.67(000274) JP/TH

Texprep                 Newsletters                     £34.10

                              Photocopying                  £14.47

                              VAT                                £2.53

                              Total                              £51.10 (000275) JP/TH

ABB   Street Lighting maintenance            £93.42

                              VAT                              £16.35

                               Total                            £109.77(000276) JP/TH   

e) Current Account at 29/2/08     £664.37

f) Business Premium Account     £3131.62

To transfer £1500 from BPA to Current Account

         9.  Planning

Applications received

S/2008/0084/P Stone gate piers to front of property Ivy House High Street.

PC comments. No observations other than request to visual height matching existing piers at Ivy House and gate and wall of adjacent church

g) Decisions received

Refusal

S/2007/1354/P 4 Wheatsheaf Cottages

10. Correspondence

a) SNC Planning Enforcement

b) SNC housing leaflet

c) NCALC Internal Audit

d) West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit

e) CPRE Planning evening Cranford Kettering

         f) CPRE Charlocks Farm May 2008

   g) NACRE Green Space Toolkit for communities 16th April 6.30pm-8.30pm Hunsbury Hill Northampton Please contact Clerk to book space!

h) Atkins/NCC Highway reps meeting Boddington 26th March 6.30pm at Village hall.

i) Gritting for 2008-9 County Councillor Ben Smith notifies all parishes that one route in and out of every village will receive gritting in inclement weather.

j) Bus shelter Sulgrave Road Atkins had added this to NCC list

11. Any other business

Bollards are now erected in High Street opposite the Red Lion.

Red Lion Public House appears to be closed

Newsletter- concern re gap in publication but minimal material produced by residents.

12. Meeting closed at 8.15pm
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