Culworth Parish Council July 2006


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of meeting held on Monday July 10th 2006 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall.

1. Present Councillor Langdale (Chairman), Bennett, Cook, Powell, Rowling, Whitaker and the Clerk County Councillor Ken Melling was present.

2. Apologies for absence Councillor Howse (duties)

3. Members of public present – one resident

4. OPEN MEETING  

The resident expressed frustration at not being able to speak on agenda items as they occurred. The agenda is displayed four working days from meeting.  Concern was expressed at the poor railings in Banbury lane over culvert, which has been damaged for several years now. Proposals for Culworth School could be controversial. The Chairman assured him that correct procedure had to be followed as at any type of official meeting. His comments were noted. Committed members of the public can send email or letter to the Clerk with items of interest for PC which will become agenda items at next meeting.

Councillor Melling stated that with the change in administration in 2005, over a third of councillors were new resulting in a steep learning curve. The Budget for 2006-7 showed an increase of 3% from 2005 in spite of overrun budgets previously. More is to be spent on roads and less on Social services bringing Northamptonshire in line with Government guidelines. Clients are assessed for their eligibility for services. Concern was expressed at the withdrawal of statutory youth services leaving a void when a seamless service is required. This criticism was accepted. He will seek the Cabinet members support for the provision of a map showing service available. Further questions centred on Highway Maintenance. Recent gulley cleaning after several years absence, failed in Banbury Lane and The Green bus shelter drain. The culvert has a long-term issue with water flowing uphill! Trafford Bridge, a listed structure, damaged over two years ago, red taped, awaits repair. Councillor Melling said that preventive maintenance had not been carried out. Constant use of Street Doctor was recommended. 

5. Minutes of May and June meetings distributed earlier, were agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

6. Matters arising
Bollards in High Street. cast iron bollard installed through Atkins would cost approx £250. At the present time NCC is compiling a procedure which will unify all of the privately funded works. As soon as this has been agreed Nicola Mather will send the Clerk a copy should PC wish to go ahead with the installation of bollards. M. J. Titchmarsh of Overthorpe would fit two bollards for £475+VAT. Clerk to chase Nick Gore and Nic Mather for legal document.

a) Speed boards/ speeding. Councillor Bennett reported that the speed boards were erected in June. Their impact may not have been great. Councillor Powell to investigate Speed watch where trained residents monitor speeding in village

b) Summer activities Councillor Bennett reported programme distributed to village. Little response to date apart from Kids Club. Clerk to clarify insurance details. Councillor Bennett to produce financial breakdown for Clerk. Councillor Cook to provide permission from School for use of playground and education part of Berry Hill Close.

c) Aircraft noise and response to Coventry Airport proposals. Flight path not near Culworth

d) Culvert Banbury lane. Note Gulleys now cleared in main part of village. Atkins Open day 15 July- Clerk attended this. Atkins proposed using a digger to explore problem on Wednesday 19th July. Poor state of railings reported and noted.

e) Burial Ground- graves checked for toppling. One in process of repair at stone masons expense. Weed control carried out.

f) Village of year presentation evening at Hunsbury Hill scheduled for 25th July. Probably no representative. 

g) Sulgrave Road bus shelter needs some new roofing and a patch on rear wall to reduce draft to waiting passengers. Clerk to contact Jeff Wallis or small builder.

h) Football Field- Mowing carried out by PC after haycrop taken off.  Laws and Fiennes, agents for Commander Crutchley contacted the Parish Council offering to lease the field for a peppercorn rent. Parish Council agreed to proposal. Laws and Fiennes now investigating legal side. Nets still not erected. Councillor Powell to arrange

7. Proposals for new school premises. Following the public meeting on 3rd July 2006, the school governors had produced a resume of the meeting which had been approved by them and the Diocesan Director of Education. The PC with the PC paying for the photocopying will distribute this to all householders. A covering letter will ask for comments on the attached document to be sent to the Clerk by Sept 2nd with plans for a public meeting in the autumn with the school governors and Director of Education present. A letter was read out from Mr Theobald in which he hoped the PC would not express a viewpoint but invite all the village to comment. He was greatly concerned about the damage to the Village Green by these proposals and the poor access to the proposed site.

8. Finances

a) Report from Internal Controller None

b) Report from Internal Auditor Conclusion of audit awaited.

c) Receipts

Central Networks Wayleave for substation £5.10

d) Payments   

Powergen Apr- Jun £83.40 +£4.17VAT= £87.57 (000153) SB/DL

G.Taylor Green Mowing 31/5,13/6   £140

                Cricket Field                        £80 =£220(000154) SB/DL

JMR for Newitts Football Field Nets £31.50+£6.50 delivery+ £6.65 VAT = £44.65(000155) DL/SB

V.R. Phipps Mow and clear football field £200 (000156) SB/DL

J.E. Mumford Mowing Burial ground May and June £70 + Mowing football field £65 (000157) SB/DL

ABB Street lighting maintenance Apr –Jun £84.63 +£14.81VAT= £99.44 (000158) DL/SB

Mrs J. M. Rowling Salary Apr-Jun

 £819

                               Use of house as office
   £50




 Expenses                                   £49.67




 Broadband


  £22.50




Total                                        £941.17 (000159) DL/SB

Cheque 160   void

Citizens Advice Bureau LGA 1972 sect 142         £50  (000161) DL/SB

Texprep Photocopying                                                34p +0.06p, 

               Summer Project leaflets                         £17.20,

               Summer Project Application forms        £31.10 + £5.44 




Total



£54.14 -£4.32 overpaid VAT from invoice 13386                                  = £49.82 (000162) SB/DL

e) Current Account      £2696.97
f) Business Premium Account £10,735.96
9. Planning

a) Applications received

S/2006/0851/PThe Manor House- alterations and extension to existing garage building to form office accommodation. No comments apart from concern to repair Green by applicant if building works damage it

S/2006/0843/P Amaryllis Cottage The Green Conservatory to rear No observations apart from concern to repair Green by applicant if damaged by building works

S/2006/0891/P Two storey detached dwelling with garage Warden House The Green No observations except for gates to open inwards, and any damage to Green by building works to be repaired at builder’s expense.

S/2006/0922/P Menage with post and rail fence Culworth House Farm No observations

b) Decisions received

Consent

S/2006/0651/P 10 Barley Hill first floor extension at side

10. Correspondence

a) NCC Bus timetables

b) NALC

c) Clerks Council Direct

d) CPRE Literature

e) SNC Animal Welfare report

f) Horton Hospital report from Oxford Trust. Concern that ‘at risk’ families will be subject to higher transportation charges if services transferred to John Radcliffe.

g) SNVB

h) Citizens Advice Bureau request for financial help. £50 budgeted Section 142 

11. Any other business

Councillor Powell concerned re lack of electorate involvement with PC meeting

12. Meeting closed 8.55pm
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