Culworth Parish Council 9th January 2012 Minutes


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday 9th January 2012 at 8.15pm in the Village Hall following meeting on Localism at SNC from 6-8pm.

1) Present: Councillors B. Whitford, A. Seeds, C. Buckley, M. Rowling, A.Allington, S. Martin and the Clerk Mrs J. M. Rowling

2) Apologies for absence; Councillor Frewin (work abroad) Mrs Gottowik

3) Members of public present: Mr. L. Gore, and Mr. P Cowley for his planning application.

4) Declarations of Interest: Councillor Buckley Planning Inquiry re Photovoltaic farm further information required.

5) Minutes of last meeting in January 2012 were confirmed as correct and signed by the Chairman.

6) Matters arising deferred to February meeting

7) Localism Bill- Councillor Seeds gave an overview of plans to date and the meeting at SNC earlier in the evening. The Clerk added that Danny Moody NCALC Chief Executive had said that restricted infill villages such as Culworth and restraint villages did not have a need for Neighbourhood Plan. Development needed to go into sustainable towns and villages like Middleton Cheney and Brackley. Councillors Buckley and Martin will join the Steering Group. A further meeting of the Steering Group was planned for 19th January at 7.30pm. Venue to be confirmed.

8) HS2. Councillor Seeds stated that the route for HS2 announced this week by Justine Greening the Transport Secretary would greatly affect the village. The village needed to goad into action. Councillors Seeds and Frewin would plan a village session in the very near future. All households to receive a leaflet. 

9) Finances

a) Receipts None

b) Payments

21/12/2011 

i) J.E. Mumford Hedge cut Burial Ground £90 (000388) AS/BW

ii) EON Maintenance Oct-December 2011 £93.42 +VAT £18.68 =£112.10 (000389) BW/AS

iii) HMRC £215.20 (000390) BW/AS

iv) McLaggan Smith for jubilee mugs advance payment for reduced cost £1750 + £341.25=£2091.25 - £43.75 =£2047.50 (000391) BW/AS

     09/01/2012

i) Mrs J. M. Rowling Salary October –December £860

                   Use of House as office                                        £87.50

                   Expenses not included

                   Broadband                                                           £30

Total                                                   £977.50 (000392) BW/AS

ii) Texprep Photocopying £16.89+ £3.38 = £20.27 (000393) BW/AS

iii) EON Unmetered street lighting supply £131.06+ £6.55 VAT= £137.61(000394) BW/AS

c) Current Account £10512.10

d) Business Deposit Account £8712.61

e) Precept request completed 24th December 2011 for £15000

f) New signatory form completed for Santander

10) Planning 

      Applications

a) S/2011/1581/MAF Change of use of land from agriculture to equestrian and construction of all weather gallop (retrospective) Land west of Fulford Farm North of Culworth Hall. The applicant outlined the reasons for extending the gallops. He would erect signs near the public footpath warning walkers about the racehorses. (Please note that the other gallop, which is crossed by public footpath, had no requirements for signage at that time. For information Horses walk down the gallops but gallop back up the hill.) Parish Council had no other comments. Mr Cowley was thanked for his attendance.

11) Correspondence to be emailed.

a) NCALC courses for 2012

b) Andrea Leadsom Christmas Card

c) Tree Profiles Christmas Card

d) NCALC representations from National Associations

NCC Collision data B4525- I have been forwarded your email by Helen Howard. Please see below the collisions numbers for the last 5 years for the entire length of the B4525. 
 
Fatal – 2 
Serious – 8
Slight – 23 

10) Planning Application

b) S/2011/0314/MAF Further information required by Planning Inspectorate. Closing date 12th January 2012. Photovoltaic Park Culworth Grounds Farm

This application was discussed after Correspondence. Councillor Buckley answered Council queries before leaving the meeting at 8.56pm

·  The present condition of the boundary raises safety concerns regarding the security of the site. Families will be concerned over the risk to children being able to gain access to this large PV Park. We must be convinced that it will meet the required standards for electricity generation locations involving dc and ac sources, and would question the continuing capability of a supposed "stock-proof" fence to meet the required standard.
· The tp bennett letter to SNC (12th Dec. 2011) indicates re-consultation with Culworth Parish Council. There has been no timely or effective consultation on the important visual impacts of this scheme throughout this process. The original over-optimistic assessment of the extent of the site's visibility still remains. Subsequent visits to the site indicate that the central area is noticeably higher than the perimeter further exacerbating this issue.
· The government has now announced that it intends to implement the HS2 project. This highly intrusive development will pass within about 200m of the PV site having a huge impact on this location and the area around. In addition there has been proliferation of wind turbine applications in the district; more than 70 are currently proposed around this part of Northamptonshire.  The PV application represents a step too far when taken in conjunction with the other blights mentioned. The community is facing the prospect of a radical change the character of this area and the majority of the Parish Council recommends the rejection of this application.
12) Meeting closed 9.20pm

13) Date of Next meeting 13th February at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
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