Culworth Parish Council September 8th 2003


CULWORTH PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on Monday September 8th 2003 at the Village Hall.

Present: Councillors D. Langdale, Chairman, S. Theobald, M. Rowling, K. Cook, C. Middleton, T. Howse, V. Whitaker and the Clerk.

Members of public present: Mrs M. Koster

Apologies: Mrs Webster (CITY), and Darrell Locke, School Governor Representative.

OPEN MEETING

Cycle track to/ Sulgrave  Mrs Koster gave an overview of the need to consider this along the Bridleway past the Mill to Sulgrave. The majority of this bridleway is hard surfaced but there is a boggy section where the Tove rises that would need particular attention. With the closure of the Post Office in Culworth and the potential opening of one in Sulgrave, the C51 is a hazardous road to cycle along. Mothers canvassed at Sulgrave Mothers and Tots would support this venture. Mrs Koster is contacting Sustrans, Susan Mills NCC/WSAtkins Area Manager re Safer routes to school. Clerk to write to Ken Christy Chairman of Sulgrave PC offering support for Post Office and shop and asking for their support for the cycle track. This could promote the Sulgrave Pocket Park and be a feature of a local tourist route.

Closure of Culworth Post Office- scheduled for mid November. The Chairman outlined the efforts she had made to investigate the retention of a Post Office facility in the village. Councillor Cook stressed that the village had not really supported the shop. DSS paying benefits into the bank lessened the need for a Post Office.

Open Meeting closed 7.40pm

Minutes of July meeting circulated by email were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

1. Cricket Field replies had been received from Mrs. S. Trott and J. P Waterhouse, Solicitors for PC. He pointed out the weakness of the licence to occupy and covered points raised by PC. The Chairman queried the many insurance companies potentially involved in this licence e.g. not only Cricket Club but also the School and Kids Club. Clerk asked to check with Allianz Cornhill. Clerk to get copies of School Insurance and Kids Club. When all information is correct, to inform Mrs. Trott to proceed with the Licence. No councillors voiced dissent.

1. Highways matters- - Potholing and Surface dressing completed along Weston Road, Queen Street, High Street and the Green.  WS Atkins installed kerbing by Amaryllis Cottage and repaired loose kerbs and pointing on existing kerbs. Work carried out by Trevor Jolley. At PC expense, refashion of kerb on opposite side to bus shelter and double kerb near entrance to Manor.  Nook to Dalmar bollards awaited. Surface Dressing carried out. Final sweeping and removal of warning notices anticipated. Councillors congratulate Leicestershire CC for their efficient work Various questionnaires completed regarding standard of work. Red Lion footpath. Goffe Taylor to quote for further ivy and weed removal. JE Mumford is removing concrete posts along there. Clerk to write to Blanchworth care re overhanging branches at Culworth House onto the footpath

2. Road safety and 30mph signs    Councillor Middleton reported that Nick Gore has moved on. Susan Mills NCC Area Manager to be reminded that there is a street light and there is a safer route to school footpath proposed between corner of Barley Hill and Bus shelter. Councillor Middleton to contact Jon Shortland re Casualty Reduction Issue here. 

3. Burial ground – letter received from Archdeacon of Northampton confirming that PC in favour of transfer of new churchyard to PC management. PC had managed the new churchyard from conversion of Glebe field to present day apart from collecting fees for Burials. Public notice awaited. Gatepost into Berry Hill Close needs replacement. J. Mumford to carry this out. EMEB substation in poor state with dangerous gatepost. Clerk to activate repair. 

4. Bus services Mrs. Courtney dealing with this

5. School Governors Report   Darrell Locke unable to be present

6. Footpaths and Trees report—Dave Cook Concern expressed re: two trees at corner of Sulgrave road and C51. Clerk to check with Ian Lorman SNC Arboriculturist, otherwise seek a local person to advise. A replacement tree is available. Trees may have been planted in 1973 by Miss Lismore.

7.  Village Hall Report    Councillor Whitaker  Finances dire. £2500 annual running costs not met by income. Kids Club reported to be going well. Hall is very inviting. Still concern re: financial responsibility.

8. CITY Report   Mrs. Valerie Webster Not available.

9. CIVIC TRUST WALK    September 14th at 2.00pm from the Church

10. Village Tidiness    report from Councillors on their areas. Barley Hill very tidy yet High Street and Sulgrave Road had considerable litter.     East Midlands in Bloom    Highly commended and Judges Special Award (Sensory garden) 

11. Clerk’s contract – completed by Chairman   Note Clerk had three days Annual leave August 18- 20th
12. SNC Bulky Domestic Refuse  Councillor Rowling – service expensive. Farthinghoe recycling centres limited acceptance of refuse means fly tipping in excess near Farthinghoe

13. New Councillors Study Evening at Hunsbury Hill Councillors Howse and Middleton. Both wish to encourage better use of Open meeting.

14. Parish records    On the death of the Village Historian, Stan Bailey, the Chairman had written to the family expressing sympathy on behalf of the village. She had also stated the value of Stan’s records for the village history and hoped that they would allow them to be kept by the Parish Council. Clerk has the records now.

15. Modern Records  Rupert Rowling had collated the computer records. Chairman has disc to date. Councillor Rowling offered no comment. Proposed by Councillor Whitaker and agreed by all others agreed to pay him £15 to be paid in Clerk’s expenses

16. Youth Councils Hannah Theobald disillusioned with lack of interest at SNC

ACCOUNTS

Alliance and Leicester account – problems! Clerk has difficulty getting money from Barclays. Chris Bishop Small Business Banker based at Witney suggests that Council close the account by returning unused cheques and confirmatory. Barclays account to be closed on September 30th after second part of precept received.

Audit 2002-3   COMPLETED.Official Notice posted 30/8/03. After initial questioning from Burnett Sweyne Auditors regarding £500 increase in precept no comments to be made. Request for name address of Chairman etc to be given for their records. To choose date for audit for next year.  Suggest 16/5/04

Already paid

Texprep Photocopying  £3.11 +54p VAT = £3.65  (100779) DL/LM

2/8  G.Taylor Mowing 16/7   £60   (1007800) DL/LM

7/8  T.Jolley  Village Green £830 +£145.25 =£975.25 (100781) DL/LM

To pay

HLBAVAudit Standard fee £120 + £21 VAT = £141(100782) LM/DL

     J.E. Mumford  Mowing Burial Ground   July    £45 (100783)LM/DL

     SNC Election fees            £34.54 (100784)LM/DL

     Cheque 100785  cancelled

     Texprep Newsletter  and photocopying £29.42 + 90p= £30.32(1007860)LM/DL

      Clerk’s salary July – Sept  £416, Use of house as office  £25 and expenses £497.22 (100787)LM/DL

      CITY £300 PC portion of grant

      CITY £183.75 VAT portion claimed by PC

Community Account £250

Business Premium Account £5154.08

Second half of precept due end September

CITY Accounts

K.Cook £200 (100012) DL/JS

Texprep Plan printing  £162(100011) DL/JS

Councillor Middleton to produce an HSE sample for risk assessment

Internal Controller   Accounts report awaited.

Budget Meeting date DL/KC/JR arrange. Newsletter to ask Village Organisations if they wished to be considered for PC support

Planning Applications   None

Planning Consent   s/2003/0714/P The Stables  Ist floor extension at side and rear

CORRESPONDENCE

1. SNC Qtlry Animal Welfare report

2. Clerk’s Council Direct

3. STOPP

4. SNC Home Improvement Agency

5. Cherwell Vale Trust

6. Victim Support   Donation request budgeted

7. EMDA breakfast meeting 1/10/03 7.30am- 9.45am Northants poorly represented Councillor Whitaker suggests that a letter be sent to EMDA commenting on lack of Northants input rather than attend meeting.

8. SNC Supp Planning Guidance Affordable Housing Draft    Comments by 15/9

9. Defra Rural Services Standard 2003

10. Northants Arts

11. NALC/ Village Viewpoint

12. Standards Board and letter from Kevin Lane SNC Monitoring Officer  All Councillors MUST see video, preferably at meeting and discuss.  
13. SNC Application from Village hall for Entertainment Licence

14. NCC Minerals

15. The Local Channel

16. Northants Victoria County History trust requesting donation. None to be sent.

Further correspondence sent round earlier

Any other business

Disability Access- Councillor Middleton   

     Newsletter- each councillor to deliver a section for improved delivery

     Racks and Display Board- closure of Post Office need new location. November agenda

 Meeting closed 9.35pm
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