Culworth Parish Council Sustainability Policy

The opportunity provided by this policy is the chance to link together Culworth Parish Council’s (CPC) ethical, environmental and sustainability dimensions within a single policy. For shorthand purposes it is referred to as CPC’s sustainability policy.  It is also a formalised opportunity to provide greater consistency between CPC, South Northants Council (SNC) and Northampton County Council (NCC) policies for sustainability. Therefore CPC has decided to regard this document as our overarching policy on sustainability. 
This policy statement reflects our actual needs and circumstances as they are in 2009 and anticipated to be over the coming few years. This policy is intended to cover our own good practice as a community leader; for example what we buy or commission, and how we go about our day to day business. However, this policy will also identify the principles that guide our responses to our wider responsibilities that include our optional programme of activities within our own community and a role to promote good practice in the community. A recent example of this is the distribution of energy efficient light bulbs to every household in the village. We commit to keeping this policy under review.  
The CPC emphasis within this policy is that future development and structural changes in Culworth should meet the standards outlined in this policy. It is not intended as a block to future infrastructure change, but a guide to how the Culworth community have decided (within the confines of its legal status) it wishes to promote the long term future of the village.  

The characteristics of CPC’s work; its purpose and activities, are:
· CPC’s purpose is to
· Provide the level of local democratic representation nearest to the community of Culworth
· To comment on planning and other activities that have or might have a wider bearing on the wider community of Culworth 

· To promote the interests of the wider community of Culworth

· To protect the well-being of Culworth in order to protect the interests of future generations of Culworth residents
· CPC’s activities include
· At proscribed intervals to convene an election of councillors

· To conduct its business in such a way that its internal organisational structures and systems, its decisions, advice and responses to consultations with other and higher authorities are transparent and accountable

· At appropriate times to lead the community in activities that are intended to promote the short to long term well-being of the village and its residents.

CPC’s environment and sustainability policy is described within five key parameters that we adopt in order to minimise our negative impact on the natural environment (our ‘footprint’) and to promote the long term needs of Culworth village and the people living here:
1. Reducing and minimising our negative environmental impact

2. Promoting ideas and other inputs that are intended to promote the social well-being of our community.
3. Promoting ideas and thinking that promotes the economic well-being of Culworth village as economically sensitive to the needs of our community. 

4. Ensuring that our approaches to the work for which we are directly responsible achieves benefits today, but not at an untenable cost to future generations. 
5. Promoting ideas and actions that achieve local benefits but not at the expense of others elsewhere.

Taking each parameter in turn the following is an outline of our approaches and priorities. It is inevitable that although this is a constantly changing situation, CPC is committed to work towards the principles within five parameters. 

We acknowledge that our challenge is to give equal status to all the parameters, not just the easy or convenient ones.
1. Environment parameter 

a. We believe that everyone is entitled to live in a natural and created environment that is conducive to healthy living and which protects flora and fauna in the short and long term
b. We believe the CPC has an important role in the general responsibility for protecting the environment and ensuring others in the village are encouraged and enabled to share that responsibility 

To help guide its work, CPC will adopt indicators of sustainability that are considered appropriate to CPC’s level of activity by following and supporting initiatives that encourage others in the 3 Rs: Reduce, Reuse, Recycle:
Reduce the use of resources and pollution by:
· Walking within village

· Sharing transport where possible through promoting local sharing schemes such as liftshare
· Less printed paperwork

· Not having bonfires

Reusing resources by:
· Promoting reusable shopping bags – can Culworth become a plastic bag free zone?

· Passing on equipment to others who could use it rather than binning it through local adverts or organisations such as Freecycle
Recycling materials that can be made into something new by:
· Shredding old paperwork
· Use of compost bins

· Using the SNC Twin Bin and Door-to-Door recycling schemes
This list is not exhaustive and will be reviewed as needed
CPC will also consider how the adoption of a report on its Ecological Footprint can provide it and the wider community with a clear overview of the state of the environment in Culworth, now, in two years and again in four years. This is a good way of plotting change or lack of change. 
2. Social Well-Being parameter
a. CPC’s role is underpinned by a belief that everyone living in Culworth (and beyond) has the right to live safe, healthy and prosperous lives. CPC’s responses to consultations; planning applications for example, will be guided by the principles outlined in this policy. CPC’s work will be consistent with the promotion of human rights and responsibilities. Rights include the provision of essential needs such as water, food, health, justice and shelter. Responsibilities include mutual respect for other people and the natural environment today and tomorrow, locally and globally  

.
b. In our day to day work we will seek to add value by demonstrating how the outcomes of our work have promote the interests of social, economic and environmental well-being
3. Economic parameters
a. CPC takes the view that for Culworth to remain a place where people want to live happily and successfully it is important that the village infrastructure is promoted and protected. There are obvious features such as: bus services, pub, shops, village hall, churches and school. But as important are the many residents who work from home or in the village and who therefore help prevent the village from becoming just a dormitory village for commuters and weekenders.
b. In our day to day work CPC will whenever it is feasible make choices that support local business, seek locally sourced goods and services and follow principles such as fairtrade. 

c. Over recent years the notion of ‘sustainable procurement’ (SP) has become more common place. Although CPC’s buying power is comparatively limited we will promote SP when appropriate within our field of interest. 
4. Today and the future parameter
a. We will not offer solutions to problems where the legacy of that solution can be seen in our judgement as actually or potentially harmful to the quality of the lives of future generations of Culworth residents. 

b. Because we all function within national systems over which bodies such as individual Parish Councils exercise little influence there are times when we unintentionally and unavoidably contribute to a legacy that is harmful to future generations. However, it is within our ambition to become an exemplar for similarly sized bodies though support, for example, of a move within the village to promote a greater take up of renewable sources of energy; to improve levels of effective recycling and waste avoidance.  
5. Local and global parameters
CPC is aware that decisions taken by ourselves, or within the community we represent, can sometimes have an unintended negative consequence on others. These ‘others’ might be a next door neighbour, but the principle easily applies to someone on the other side of the world. 
Illustrations include:

i. Cheap consumer goods that are produced by people who are being exploited
ii. timber and wood products taken from endangered forests in developing countries
iii. The potential for environmental damage caused by the production and export of flowers and vegetables flown to the UK. 

Each of these examples, and others, can negatively impact on indigenous communities and the environment in developing countries. 
a. CDC sees an area of work it can support, with others, to raise awareness and change buying patterns. Our ambition is that everyone is able to make informed consumer decisions. 
b. We will make all reasonable effort to ensure that our own procurement and disposal of goods, our inputs to consultations or our other wider duties do not lead to or support in any way the unsustainable exploitation of people or the natural environment either in or around Culworth, or further afield. 
Equality Statement

Culworth Parish Council aims to serve the needs of all the individuals and businesses resident within Culworth Parish. We aim to provide fair and equal opportunities for all and consider all backgrounds and the needs of relevant groups when providing services and facilities within its responsibility. Should any requirements be lacking, the Council will consider the best possible solution or provision within its regular meetings. Should any issues need to be tackled urgently, individual councillors can be contacted and exceptional meetings may be called.
