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Culworth Annual Parish Assembly

Monday April 14th 2008

Present: Councillor D. Langdale. Cook. Howse, M. Rowling. Powell, J. Golding and Mrs M A Sergison Brooke District Councillor.

Mrs. S. Trott, Mrs. J. Tinn, Mrs. G. Nunn, Mrs. T. Hardman, Mrs. A. Crawford, Mrs. J. Oxley, Mrs P. Martin, Lady Wilson, Mrs. P Stewart, Mr. and Mrs. Kerridge, Ms. V. Whitaker.

Apologies: Mrs. D. Humphrey, County Councillor K. Melling.

The Chairman of Parish Council Mrs Langdale welcomed everyone and reminded them that unlike a Parish Council meeting, it was their opportunity to raise matters of concern. 

1) Citizens Advice Bureau: The Parish Council Chairman, Mrs Langdale introduced Patricia, a volunteer from CAB. The Banbury branch deals with 20,000 contact visits per year of which 20% come from South Northants. The service is free, impartial and confidential to the user. Debt, marital breakdown and housing issues are the main issues. All volunteers have three months initial training, followed by ongoing training. Benefit rules are constantly changing. Unfortunately, the lottery grant has been lost to the Olympics thus reducing the services available for the clients. A number of clients need help with form filling due to literacy issues. The office is open for 9 sessions per week with each advisor offering a minimum of two sessions per week. More volunteers are required as well as funding. Parish Councils can offer financial support through LGA1972 Sect 142.

2) POLICE PC Martyn Dearsley is part of the Safer Community team. Crime is pleasingly in South Northants and in this beat. Concerns locally have included parking, speeding and antisocial behaviour. All residents should be aware of the need to protect their own property by vigilance. Metal and fuel thefts are high nationally. He is involved with HM Customs and Excise in fuel dipping checks. As an Assistant Wildlife Officer, he takes interest in any activities like hunting where he checks that they are following the current guidelines for setting the trail. He is involved with Kids Club, and engaging with young people. His contact details are 08453700700 emails: sct.Brackley.rural@northants.police.co.uk. Should 999 be required, mobile calls go to the service provider. Accurate description of the location and nature of emergency is paramount.

Bus shelter Sulgrave Road following a question, is not for consideration as a permanent youth shelter.

3) Minutes of last Parish Assembly 2007 were agreed as correct and signed by the Chairman of Parish Council

4) No matters arising

5) Chairman’s Report

We started the year with the election and welcomed two new Councillors Jules Golding of Pub Cottages and Brian Whitford of Warden House, The Green. I would like to thank Valerie Whitaker for all she did during the last 4years.

Councillors give their time voluntarily and the village benefits from their help and advice. Everyone is welcome to come to our meetings (2nd Monday of the month Jan, March, May, July, Sept and Nov). Please tell the Clerk or myself if you want a particular item discussed so it can be put on the agenda.

Sadly there is no likelihood of funding from NCC for a new bus shelter but WS Atkins from the Parish Plan agreed to put it on their list.

The Cricket Field has been a valuable source of off parking for the Forge sale and also a balloon launch.

Spring bulbs are abundant in the Burial Ground and there has been one burial. We mow this, together with the Green, the outfield of the cricket field and the football field, which uses up a large amount of the budget. We are still awaiting the lease on the Football Field.

The Village donated £675 as a gift to John the Postman. He was most grateful and will let us know how it is to be spent when his wife recovers from her treatment.

There is no more information re the School. They are still awaiting the opening of the Government Dept about funding.

The newsletter is produced by Carol Lawson of Herb Cottage and will be published 5 times per year April, June, Aug, Oct and Dec. I would like to thank her and ask everyone to contribute their notices and ideas by email or written as she is unable to produce a newsletter without information.

We have had 11 lots of plans to look at-9 were accepted and 2 refused.

SNC provided a free low energy light bulb (organised by Mrs. Trott) and delivered by all Parish Councillors.

SNC Chief Executive confirmed that during the planning policy re organisation no village design statements are being considered. New plan could include Daventry District, South Northants and possibly Northampton Borough.

The Millennium Tapestry was repaired by Right Angle, Brackley and is hanging in the church.

We are all very relieved that the Horton Hospital has been saved and thank you to everyone who contributed to this.

The Clerk has attended various meetings on our behalf and I would like to thank her for all her hard work. The village suffered from an overdose of traffic recently when the Wardington-Banbury road was closed. Sadly we were unable to avoid this, as Oxfordshire County Council were the people who could put up signs. They declared Trafford Bridge could tolerate 40tons so no weight restriction.

6) Culworth Charity Report (Trustees Rev C. Whiteman, G. Cadogan, S.J.B. Langdale, and M Rowling The Forge 01295 760571

At Christmas, the trustees made the customary charitable distribution of cash to 17 households. Rental income for the year amounted to £1544

7) Cricket Field Mrs Tinn announced that Mrs Trott has given her approval for the use of land near the Pavilion to be considered as a site for a new Village Hall. At the next Village Hall committee, this and other sites would be discussed before an open meeting to which all residents would be invited could decide on preferences. The Chairman expressed thanks to Mrs Trott.

8) Play Area. Councillor Powell asked for those interested in an under fives area on the Cricket Field to contact him.

9) Speeding. Councillor Golding outlined her efforts to date in getting traffic management boxes from 30/1-5/2 outside the Forge and the church to record speeds of vehicles. The maximum recorded was 53mph. 

To raise awareness, 10 roadside poster boards with anti speeding captions will be available on permanent loan for 2-week stints of usage. Residents need to contact her to sign up to be involved in becoming part of the Community Speedwatch campaign which could be using the speed gun which, if speeding, sends out a warning letter to driver. Repeated offences can lead to points on the licence. She will be working with the school parents and arranging a visit from the mobile Safety camera team.

20% of residents need to sign up to Community Speed watch campaign out of which 10 volunteers are required. She would welcome assistance with this task.

10) District Councillor Mrs M. A. Sergison Brooke spoke of Councillor Herring’s involvement with local scrutiny committee for health. She has been closely involved with the Horton Hospital campaigns and was a witness to the Health Reconfiguration Board.

Mrs Sergison Brooke is a member of the Shadow Board for the South Northants Housing which now looks after the local authority housing stock of South Northants. Housing Associations can borrow money and retain rents unlike the local authority. 23 Culworth houses will have new kitchens, bathrooms and be rewired this financial year.

40% of our rubbish is now being composted or recycled. She urged us all to use either cotton bags or reuse existing plastic bags to reduce the 17 billion plastic bags currently being used. 

The West Northants Joint Planning Unit, consisting of DDC, SNC, NBC, NCC are in discussion to produce a unitary planning document. Parish Councils will have an opportunity to comment.

The Government has introduced free bus passes to all over 60’s and disabled. However, the provision of payment to the local bus companies is a District Council responsibility.

All other reports will be circulated in the Annual Report to all householders.

No other business the meeting closed at 8.25pm
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