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CULWORTH ANNUAL REPORT APRIL 2008
Chairman’s Report

We started the year with the election and welcomed two new Councillors Jules Golding of Pub Cottages and Brian Whitford of Warden House, The Green. I would like to thank Valerie Whitaker for all she did during the last 4years.

Councillors give their time voluntarily and the village benefits from their help and advice. Everyone is welcome to come to our meetings (2nd Monday of the month Jan, March, May, July, Sept and Nov). Please tell the Clerk or myself if you want a particular item discussed so it can be put on the agenda.

Sadly there is no likelihood of funding from NCC for a new bus shelter but WS Atkins from the Parish Plan agreed to put it on their list.

The Cricket Field has been a valuable source of off parking for the Forge sale and also a balloon launch.

Spring bulbs are abundant in the Burial Ground and there has been one burial. We mow this, together with the Green, the outfield of the cricket field and the football field which uses up a large amount of the budget. We are still awaiting the lease on the Football Field.

The  Village donated £675 as a gift to John the Postman. He was most grateful and will let us know how it is to be spent when his wife recovers from her treatment.

There is no more information re the School. They are still awaiting the opening of the Government Dept about funding.

The newsletter is produced by Carol Lawson of Herb Cottage and will be published 5 times per year April, June, Aug, Oct and Dec. I would like to thank her and ask everyone to contribute their notices and ideas by email or written as she is unable to produce a newsletter without information.

We have had 11 lots of plans to look at-9 were accepted and 2 refused.

SNC provided a free low energy light bulb (organised by Mrs Trott) and delivered by all Parish Councillors.

SNC Chief Executive confirmed that during the planning policy re organisation no village design statements are being considered. New plan could include Daventry District, South Northants and possibly Northampton Borough.

The Millennium Tapestry was repaired by Right Angle, Brackley and is hanging in the church.

We are all very relieved that the Horton Hospital has been saved and thank you to everyone who contributed to this.

The Clerk has attended various meetings on our behalf and I would like to thank her for all her hard work. The village suffered from an overdose of traffic recently when the Wardington-Banbury road was closed. Sadly we were unable to avoid this as Oxfordshire County Council were the  people who could put up signs. They declared Trafford Bridge could tolerate 40tons so no weight restriction.

Culworth Charity Report ( Trustees Rev C. Whiteman, G. Cadogan, S.J.B. Langdale, and M Rowling The Forge 01295 760571

At Christmas, the trustees made the customary charitable distribution of cash to 17 households. Rental income for the year amounted to £1544

FOOTPATHS

No problems have been reported. If anyone wants to investigate the ‘Battlefields Trail’, which is a 20 mile long walk from Chipping Warden to Kineton, I have a few brochures left. The nearest point it can be accessed locally is at Trafford Bridge.

Terry Howse

Local Footpath Warden 

01295 768110

Rights of Way  Department is now administered by MGWSP and can be contacted on 01604 883452 or CHowe@mgwsp.co.uk 

First of series of village walks attached

TREES
A local directory has been compiled of Tree Preservation Orders throughout the village in the last year. This is available for inspection through me.

Terry Howse as above 

CULWORTH GANG

We continue to meet at the Sulgrave Church Hall on alternate Wednesdays 2.15pm – 4.15pm. Subscriptions remain at £15 per year.We have 29 members sadly losing two members during the year. On the bright side we have kept our numbers up with two ladies from Culworth and one from Sulgrave joining.

We have had our two annual outings firstly on a lovely sunny day to Weston Super Mare and secondly a tour of some of Northamptonshire’s lovely villages.We arrived back at Sulgrave Hall to find ‘Foodsmiths’ namely Janet Smith and Maureen Jeffery waiting with a welcome cup of tea and tables laden with scrummy food. This was followed by community singing led by Tommy Purkiss(now no longer with us) on his ukelele.

In October we had our annual Craft Afternoon. It is surprising how many gifted members we have.

At our Christmas Party we were entertained by ‘Carl on the Keys’.Our holiday was spent at Bridlington.

Cherwell Golf Club put on a belated Christmas lunch for us. Good food and a pleasant setting. At Easter time we had a Thornton’s Chocolate egg with the Culworth Gang written on it as a raffle prize. This has become somewhat of a tradition over the years.We now start planning outings etc. all over again for the coming year.

Rosemary Courtney  01295 760489

CULWORTH CRICKET CLUB

2007 was not a good summer for cricket. Whilst the senior team lost over a third of their Saturday fixtures to the weather, the Under 11s and under 13s lost over half of their fixtures.
Although the senior side struggled for players they still managed a respectable mid-table finish.  Hopefully this season a few more players will become available.
On the junior side we will be once again running an under 15 side in 2008 along with under 11 & 13.
The training sessions will continue this season for all junior members.
Further information can be obtained for Juniors from David Osborne 01295760013

or adults Fred Eaton 01295 768166 or Pat Ashby

REPORT OF THE PCC FOR PARISH ASSEMBLY 2008

Services in the church continue as before with Holy Communion & school services taken by Rev. Whiteman & Matins, Evensong & Bell, Book & Candle taken by lay members.  

With the increases in the money paid to the Diocese and in the running costs of the building the Church expenses are higher than income. Essential fundraising events included memorial candles organised by Mrs Courtney, a coffee morning hosted by Mrs Howse and an Art Exhibition showing the work of local artists. This was combined with the Gift Day and was highly successful, resulting in a combined net income of about £2000. This success was very much the due to Mrs June Oxley who worked extremely hard making sure that it all ran smoothly. 

Mrs Oxley also raised £150 in sponsorship for the Whit Walk which, as it rained for most of the time, was well earned. In addition she organised the Harvest Supper, which was very enjoyable. The PCC is extremely grateful to her for her enthusiasm and hard work.  

At the beginning of the year the new altar cloths, made by Mrs Marion Bullock were ready for use, and were much admired.

The PCC are very grateful to all the people who have a role in caring for our beautiful church. Mr and Mrs Langdale, Mr Oxley Mr.Rowling; Mrs Trott; Mrs Howse.  Thanks also to Mr & Mrs Johnson who donated the Christmas tree.

This year’s Whit Walk is on 15th May from Thorpe Mandeville, via Sulgrave to Moreton Pinkney, with a picnic on the way. Please join us.

Phillida Walker  PCC Secretary 01295 760510


Culworth Kids Club
May 2007 - April 2008

Since taking over the business from Mrs Franklin last year Culworth Kids Club has continued to provide after school and holiday childcare to the local community, with the exception of a two week planned break in August whilst the Village Hall underwent proposed insulation works. In September, we were unable to return to the Village Hall and so used Culworth Primary School as our setting, moving back to the Village Hall in October.

Our After School Club users include residents of Culworth and the surrounding villages of Eydon, Sulgrave, Moreton Pinkney, Thorpe Mandeville, Woodford Halse, Byfield and Weston. Our average number of users is currently 8-9 children per night, with spaces for a further seven - eight children each night. At After School Club we continue to offer a hot meal and a good range of play opportunities.

In Febuary half term our average number of users were 16 each day, with limited further spaces available. The users include residents of Culworth, its surrounding villages and from further a field such as Northampton, Warwickshire etc..During the recent half-term we put on a range of activities including ballroom dancing, where we had 20 children doing the jive and the quick step! The children also took part in making fresh pasta, playing basket ball, karaoke, and we even put on our own pantomime!!

Culworth Kids Club currently provides four part-time/sessional Playwork Assistant jobs to four people who live in Culworth.

Tracey Mumford    culworthkidsclub@aol.com  07976511697

Report to Culworth Parish Assembly – Monday 14th April 2008

Mrs Suzanne Lawrence and her dedicated team at Culworth School continue to provide an excellent and varied education for the children of Culworth and surrounding villages.  The school’s academic results are measured in many ways, but mainly via the SATs (standard assessment tasks and tests).  We have had a very successful year in that regard and have been delighted with the results in both Key Stage 1 (4-7 year olds) and Key Stage 2 (8 to 11 year olds).  There is much talk these days about the Contextual Added Value (CVA) score, which shows the improvement made between the two Key Stages.  Culworth School’s score this year is 101.3 which, as it is significantly over 100, shows that our children make very good progress during their time at school.  In fact, we have been ranked 8th in the whole of Northamptonshire in 2007 based on this excellent score.

We have been maintaining the premises as best we can with the funds made available to us over the year and villagers will see that we have repaired and replaced part of the Weather Vane and Stone Orb on top of the School House Bell Tower.  This was removed a year ago but has now been put back in its rightful position.   However, there is still a need for some major repairs to the older buildings and the funding for these is currently being assessed.

The school has a new Travel Plan in place – it is hoped to encourage more children (and parents!) to walk or cycle to school.  Every year the Year 6 children have the opportunity to take their Cycling Proficiency Test and they usually all pass with flying colours.

Very little has been happening with regard to the possibility of a new school, but we believe we have every possible bit of information ready so that if the opportunity arises to bid, we can get in quickly and efficiently.   It will probably boil down to a “first come, first served” basis, and the Governors will naturally give the whole process their best shot.

Culworth School encourages visits from prospective parents and other interested parties.  Please contact the Bursar, Mrs. Susan Watson, on 01295 760610 in the first instance.

ANNUAL REPORT – VILLAGE HALL 2008


It was the turn of the Village Hall to organise the fete and despite poor weather and having to move the stalls into the Church, there was a remarkable turnout and it was a successful and enjoyable evening. After some discussion the Committee suggested to the PCC that the fete be a joint venture each year with the profits being split between the Village Hall and the Church. The PCC agreed and the first joint Village Fete will take place on July 4th this year.


Tracey Mumford  took over the running of the Kids Club from Becky Franklin and was welcomed as the School representative at a meeting in May  and Julie Golding was welcomed as the Parish Council representative at a meeting in July.


During a structural survey for proposed refurbishment to the Hall it was revealed that the Hall was not suitable as a public building in its present state and should be closed for remedial work or to find a future solution. The Committee decided it was necessary to keep the Hall in use for the village so closed the Hall while necessary structural work was carried out. The Committee began discussions on the future of the Hall, the suggested life of the present Hall is a further 5 years, and have sought to find other possible sites for a new Hall. A village meeting will be organised for everyone to attend and give their views on those sites considered the most feasible.

At the Village Hall AGM in November 2007, the village Representatives and the Trustees agreed to stand again and the officers were re-elected.  

Village Representatives –
School/Kids Club
Tracey Mumford





Parish Council

Julie Golding





Whist Drive

Margaret Claridge

Trustees


Martin Rowling





Joan Gottowik





Shirley Trott





Peter Koster

Officers


Chair


Julie Tinn





Treasurer

Ian Simonsen





Secretary/Bookings
June Oxley 01295 768184





The Looking Glass Theatre put on another successful panto – The Sleeping Beauty, and the Hall continues to be well used by regulars such as Kids Club and Pilates, as well as for village get-togethers – the Harvest Supper and more recently a guitar concert.


The Committee is organising a regular coffee and chat morning in the Hall, the first will be on Tuesday 22 April, 10am to 12noon, and then every 2nd Tuesday in the month.

Julie Tinn Chair
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	Receipts & Payments Account for the Year ended 31 March 2007
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2005-6
	
	
	2006-7
	
	

	Receipts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	9,000.00
	
	Precept
	6,000.00
	
	

	
	456.00
	
	Burials and Monuments
	582.00
	
	

	
	81.22
	
	Bank Interest
	103.20
	
	

	
	
	
	Culworth Young People - Grant Received
	6,350.00
	
	

	
	
	
	Culworth Young People - Fees Received
	433.50
	
	

	
	15.00
	
	Donation to Cricket Field
	
	
	

	
	5.10
	
	Wayleave
	5.10
	
	

	
	142.42
	
	VAT Recovered
	209.88
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	£
	9,699.74
	
	£
	13,683.68
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Payments
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	756.75
	
	Street Lighting
	682.20
	
	

	
	815.00
	
	Village  Maintenance
	818.00
	
	

	
	708.00
	
	Burial Ground Maintenance
	391.00
	
	

	
	843.26
	
	Cricket Field Maintenance
	451.07
	
	

	
	180.00
	
	Football Field Maintenance
	628.00
	
	

	
	291.92
	
	Newsletters and Reports
	318.13
	
	

	
	
	
	Culworth Young People - Costs Incurred
	6,098.14
	
	

	
	3,120.00
	
	Clerk's Salary
	3,276.00
	
	

	
	608.62
	
	Administration
	826.42
	
	

	
	524.80
	
	Insurance
	553.79
	
	

	
	304.00
	
	NALC, SLCC & ACRE Subscriptions
	75.00
	
	

	
	69.00
	
	Hire of Hall
	67.00
	
	

	
	103.50
	
	Training
	50.00
	
	

	
	120.00
	
	Audit
	120.00
	
	

	
	209.88
	
	VAT Recoverable
	520.20
	
	

	
	
	
	Section 137 (max = £5.14 x 356 = £1829.84)
	
	
	

	
	83.00
	
	Plants & Plaque
	 
	
	

	
	10.00
	
	ACRE / EMIB / Village of Year
	 
	
	

	
	40.00
	
	Victim Support
	 
	
	

	
	 
	
	Rural Wheels
	100.00
	
	

	
	 
	
	Katherine House Hospice
	50.00
	
	

	
	16.50
	
	Royal British Legion
	16.50
	
	

	
	149.50
	
	
	166.50
	
	

	
	50.00
	
	Section 142 (Citizen's Advice Bureau)
	50.00
	
	

	£
	8,854.23
	
	£
	15,091.45
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Summary
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4,296.17
	
	Balance brought forward from last year
	5,141.68
	
	

	
	9,699.74
	
	Add Receipts (above)
	13,683.68
	
	

	
	13,995.91
	
	
	18,825.36
	
	

	
	8,854.23
	
	Less Payments (above)
	15,091.45
	
	

	£
	5,141.68
	
	Balance carried forward to next year    £
	3,733.91
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Represented by:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4,735.96
	
	Business Premium Account         
	3,039.16
	
	

	
	405.72
	
	Current Account                         
	685.75
	
	

	
	
	
	Cash
	9.00
	
	

	£
	5,141.68
	
	£
	3,733.91
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Analysis of Payments
	
	
	
	

	
	3,594.93
	
	Services Provided
	3,288.40
	
	

	
	4,849.92
	
	Cost of Administration
	4,968.21
	
	

	
	
	
	Culworth Young People - Costs Incurred
	6,098.14
	
	

	
	199.50
	
	Donations & Grants
	216.50
	
	

	
	209.88
	
	Timing Costs (VAT etc recoverable)
	520.20
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8,854.23
	
	
	15,091.45
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Analysis of Receipts
	
	
	
	
	

	
	9,000.00
	
	Precept 
	6,000.00
	
	

	
	537.22
	
	Income Generated
	685.20
	
	

	
	
	
	Culworth Young People - Income
	6,783.50
	
	

	
	20.10
	
	Donations & Grants
	5.10
	
	

	
	142.42
	
	Timing Costs (VAT etc recoverable)
	209.88
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	9,699.74
	
	
	13,683.68
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