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The Parish Council has had complaints that villagers are not involved enough in discussions. We do understand the frustrations residents may feel but meetings are covered by rules. It is not always possible to involve the whole village with every decision.The PC is an elected body & it’s our job to manage the parish according to the Standing Orders which all Councillors adhere to.  Everyone is entitled to a view and they have the ability to express it through any member of the council or at the public part of the meeting.  Thus we are having surgeries at the Village Market which take place on the 1st Saturday of every other month.

A public meeting for the play area has not taken place yet but there will be more details form Councillor Powell.

Following requests from residents 3 dog bins have been erected-the Red Lion footpath at the end near the concrete road-at the allotment gate near the school & the junction of Sulgrave Rd and Barley Hill. Please encourage dog owners to put their dog excreta in them. The bins are sealed so no odour escapes and are emptied monthly by the contractors.

We had a SNC Housing Survey which showed that the village needs 4 houses. Potential sites have been identified & SNC have written to the landowners. No further news.

The Recreation (football) field will have improved mowing in the hope of encouraging more use. Councillor Howse is trying to get funding for new goal posts.

We are contributing to the maintenance of the Cricket Field. Anyone interested in applying to the Clerk to be the Village Representative, also a young person.

The Village Markets continue to be a success & I thank Councillor Golding for encouraging new contributors. She will report on this & the Speedwatch programme.

We had a very successful litter pick in the village & outlying areas & collected 36 bags of rubbish & junk. We would like to repeat this again in the autumn. Thank you very much to the 16 people who took part.

BT asked the K6 telephone box be acquired by the PC but wished to remove the equipment. We have asked for the phone to remain operational inspite of low use because of the Nursing Home/Care Workers & we have a poor mobile signal.

There are a number of Highway matters outstanding. Railings along the Chipping Warden road have not been repaired for 2yrs inspite of lobbying by the PC. The gulley warden no longer operates yearly so they get blocked. Thanks to Councillor Rowling for his involvement.

We have a new substation by the church & school entrance.  Subject to EU Regulations.

Also you will see some smart new street signs.

Thank you to Jenny Howse for planting bulbs on the Village Green.

We are delighted to have the Red Lion open again & it being so successful.

I thank Dick winter for doing the Internal Audit & Councillor Cook for her unfailing help to the Clerk, the Village Website & overseeing our financial accounts. Also Carol Lawson for kindly doing the Newsletter. Please will you all inform her about your plans & notices as she is unable to produce it with no news!

There has obviously been a lot of reaction on discovering where the new High Speed Railway is planned to go & there is an action group in Chipping Warden. Rosie Herring will talk about it later.

Finally I must thank all villagers who have supported me for 19yrs on the PC& nearly 9yrs as Chairman. I will be resigning at the AGM next month so here is an opportunity for someone to join the PC.

I must thank past & present councillors for all their hard work & particularly the Clerk who has made my life so easy. 

Diana Langdale

CULWORTH TRUSTEES CHARITY – Annual report 2010

At Christmas, 19 households in Culworth received a cash payment following a meeting of the Trustees.

Rental income from the land at Wappenham and Silverstone amounted to £1545 after deduction of the agents’ charges.

Martin Rowling

Chairman of the Trustees

COFFEE AND CHAT

Our first Coffee and Chat started in April 2008 so we have been going for exactly two years. We meet every second Tuesday in the month from 10am till 12 noon. We usually have about 12 or so local people from the village, always women I am sad to say as men would be made very welcome and would add an extra dimension to our usually lively chat about what is happening in the village and beyond. Coffee and biscuits are free and, because we always bring along some little things for our Buy if You Like Table we have been able to donate £235 to the Village Hall funds. In the summer months these are usually surplus vegetables, flowers, seeds or plants but we also have had books, jams and marmalades which are very acceptable. Do come along if you have the time, we always make newcomers very welcome.

June Oxley

Footpath report.
 Last September,the powers that be, were at last persuaded to provide us with a new bridge over the stream at the back of the Nursing Home,walkers now have safe passage over what was becoming an impassable swamp.
After the worst winter in 30yrs,some of the footpaths may be in need of some attention.Please report any problems that you may see in your walks.

Terry Howse 01295 768110


Trees 
Nothing to report.

Terry Howse

ANNUAL REPORT – VILLAGE HALL 2010


Our Village Hall has had a make-over – it’s been cleaned and decorated and we have some new comfy chairs too. It is now a much nicer place to hold a function or to meet other villagers at one of several fixtures which happen in the Hall. There are regular sessions of pilates, circle dance and whist drive as well as Coffee and Chat and Village Market, both of which are proving to be popular social dates in the calendar.


We held our first film show in May 2009 and although it wasn’t a sell-out the Committee decided to continue to have regular film evenings. We have shown a variety of films since then including one for children.


The ECO bags arrived after some delay and initially sold well, orders having been taken at the village fete. There are still many still to sell but we have now just about covered our costs.


At the AGM in November the officers were re-elected. Shirley Trott and Peter Koster resigned as Trustees and Tracy Mumford resigned as the school representative. The remainder agreed to stand again. At a later meeting Margaret Watts was co-opted onto the Committee as a Trustee and Lady Gross has agreed to stand also as a Trustee.

Village Representatives

- School








- Parish Council 

Julie Golding






- Whist drive


Margaret Claridge

Trustees



- Martin Rowling

- Joan Gottowik

- Margaret Watts

Officers



- Chair



Julie Tinn






- Treasurer


Ian Simonsen






- Secretary/bookings

June Oxley


This March we held a Murder Mystery Supper which was well attended and enjoyed by all, and we have many more events in the pipeline – the film ‘Creation’ on 30 April, the first Culworth Flower and Produce Show on 5 September and Gardeners Question Time – date to be confirmed – to name a few. The Village Fete was a huge success last year and we are already making plans for this year which will be held on 27 June.

Report of the PCC for Annual Parish Assembly.

Services have continued as before & there have been some good congregations for the benefice Communions.

Sadly Bishop Ian died in the summer, shortly before his retirement. Bishop Donald Allister will be installed on 17th April in Peterborough Cathedral.

The PCC also lost a most valuable member when Shirley Trott moved to Oxford. 

Among social & fundraising events, successfully organised by a hard-working team including June Oxley, Jules Williams & Simon & Diana Langdale, were: 

Harvest Supper

Fete – now combined with Village Hall

An Art Exhibition, Gift Day & manning the church for the Historic Churches Bike Ride, all on the same day

A Safari Supper taking place in houses throughout the village. 

The PCC is very grateful to  Mrs Williams for taking on the cleaning rota from Mrs Trott; to Mrs Langdale for the flower arranging rota. Also to Mrs Howse & Mr Rowling, who are our reliable organists .

Phillida Walker

Play Area

Since the last Parish Assembly, the Playground committee has successfully got the support of the Cricket Field committee, and had meetings with the Cricket Club on possible locations. Apart from this, unfortunately not much else has been achieved due to work pressures. The aim is to get another chairman for the committee to take the project forward. If anyone would like to show support for the committee please see Jim Powell.’

Village Market report 12th April 2010

The village market has proved to be a successful community event

and we are now well into our second year.

We have a group of regular stall holders selling mainly edible

 produce, all home grown or homemade ; we are hoping to increase art & crafts this year to give more variety.

The Christmas Market last year was a very festive event with a wide 

choice of produce and seasonal gifts with the added bonus of our 

local hand bell ringers who were well received.

Our aim is to continue the Markets on the first Saturday every even month.

The purpose of the markets is giving the opportunity for local residents to be able to buy quality local produce grown or made in our village whilst enjoying the community spirit. A proportion of the takings goes towards the general upkeep of the village hall.  

Jules Golding

Speed Watch report 12th April 2010

Culworth has been part of the Community Speed Watch for over a year, during that year there have been several recordings made of vehicles speeds through the village and also mobile speed cameras have been in operation. You may also have spotted the mobile speed recorders so you can easily see what speed you’re travelling at.

Culworth residents have another opportunity to use the speed guns and record data of traffic going through our village.

Speed Watch will take place during 26th June – 7th August volunteers are needed, this is your chance to see what speeds people travel at through the village.

Jules Golding
Culworth Gang

We still meet on alternate Wednesday afternoons in Sulgrave Church Hall at 2.15pm. Subscription remains at £15 which includes free coach travel on outings. We have speakers or entertainment, tea and biscuits, a game of bingo if time and a raffle. The sale table helps pay for the hire of the hall. In the past twelve months, we have had trips to Barnsdale gardens and Stamford, the rain forest at Chievely with a trip to Bicester Garden Centre at Christmas for shopping.Carl entertained us on the keys at the Christmas meeting.

We celebrated our anniversary with a party. 2010 will mark 40 years since the Club was founded.

The adverse weather caused the Christmas lunch to be postponed.Our Easter lunch took place at the Red Lion Culworth who put on a special midweek roast which was well worth waiting for.

Our range of speakers included entertainers, slide shows,fun afternoons, huskies, Dogs for the Blind and NCC Public transport manager to explain how the local bus service is run,the Salvation Army and how to make boxes from Mineral bottles,’who do you think you are’and lots more.

Sadly our numbers have dropped to 21 following the death of several members. No one seems to want to join entertainment functions any more. The Mothers Union and the Culworth Womens Institute have gone but the latter has amalgamated with Sulgrave and is still struggling.The Youth Club is no more and Bell Book and Candle service numbers have dropped consistently.

We have the once a month coffee morning and mini market. The Whist drive every fortnight with only two Culworth people attending. The Cricket Club composed of mostly no Culworth members and is badly in needs of funds to survive.What do we do to revive the old community spirit when we all pulled together and much happiness was derived from doing so.

Rosemary Courtney(Chairman)
Culworth CE Primary School

Mrs Suzanne Lawrence and her dedicated team continue to provide an excellent and varied education for the children of Culworth and surrounding villages.

We can report that according to our SIP (School Improvement Partner from the Local Authority) Culworth is still an ‘outstanding’ school under the terms set out by Ofsted – long may it continue. We have also achieved Healthy Schools status this year.

It is disappointing that funds have not been made available to rebuild the school, but this remains our goal and hopefully the next Government will find the resources to help schools like ours, who have old buildings in limited space.

However the most exciting news this year has been the promise of funds by the Board of Education at the Diocese of  Peterborough to make the much needed structural repairs to The Old School House and make some refurbishments to the inside.This funding will also give us the opportunity to start to upgrade our facilities for current and future pupils. In particular to have a fantastic new room and outdoor space designed specifically for our new Reception children in September.

Of course, as a Church school, we also have to raise 10% of all money allocated to us for building work, and it is hoped that, along with our school family, the local community and beyond will help us in this task.

The teachers and children have supported several charities through the year, including Boxes for Africa, Stamps for Leukaemia Care, Children in Need, Comic Relief and they still support children from Uganda under the Children of Hope Project. Events have been organised by the CPSA to raise much needed funds for the school, and we are very grateful to them.

Last year we reported that Culworth had become a ‘values’ school and this has been very successful. The Children, with their parents, school staff and Governors have all been involved in working and living within our chosen values. We concentrate on a different one each half term over a two year period, and are now hoping to bring our values out into the community- we look forward to involving as many people as possible.

The children went on residential visits to Grendon and the Pioneer Centre and various other educational day visits. They held school and community worship in the church each term along with the usual festivals- Christingle, Harvest, Easter etc and are looking forward to a happy summer term dealing with SATS first (assessment tests) and then all the joys of Maypole dancing, Sports Day and the many parts that make up school life.

The school is now looking forward to another successful year and encourages visits from prospective parents and other interested parties. Please contact the Bursar,Mrs Susan Watson, on 01295760610 in the first instance.

Culworth Cricket Club

2009 was a good season for the seniors winning the M and P Scott builders Division 1 league. The Youth Section continue to have an enthusiastic membership ably coached by David Osborne and Greg Buck principally. Sadly Mrs S. Trott having been President for a number of years has moved away. Fortunately she accepted the post of Life Vice President. Sir Peter Gross has taken on the mantle of President supported by a number of Vice Presidents

Most sadly in March, Fred Eaton Secretary, groundsman, scorer, player, any other duties and huge enthusiast for many years, died after two years of illness. He will be so much missed. The Club extends their sympathy to his wife Dawn and son David.

John Street remains Captain with Pete Bateman as Vice Captain. Anyone wanting to play should contact Pat Ashby on 0769825636 or for Juniors David Osborne 01295760013.
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