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CULWORTH ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

Monday April 23rd 2007

1.Present: Councillors D. Langdale,T. Howse,V. Whitaker,K. Cook,J. Powell,M. Rowling and the Clerk Mrs. J. M. Rowling

2. Residents: Mrs. Stewart,Mrs S. Trott,Mrs J. Oxley,Mrs J. Gottowik,Mr. and Mrs S. Kerridge,Mr. B. Whitford,Mrs. J. Golding,Mrs. M. Wormington,Mr. G . Cadogan,Mr. A. Hopwood, Mr. Upton,Mr. Darren King,Mr. Gore, Mr. and Mrs T. Scott, Mr. P Davis, Mr. and Mrs. S. Nunn,Ms Fry,Mr and Mrs K. Webster, Mr. J. Kilmister, Mr. S. Martin,Mr. I Simonsen,Ms W. Lawrence, Mrs S. Lawrence (Headteacher), Dr Harrison Chair of School Governors.

District Councillors M. A. Sergison Brooke, Rosemary Herring

County Councillor Ken Melling

3.Mrs. D. Langdale Chairman of Parish Council welcomed everyone to the meeting.

4.The Chairman introduced Steve Biczysko Manager for Atkins to talk about Recycling and Sustainability. He emphasised the need for road repairs to recycle materials as much as possible without the need for  materials to travel. He spoke of the pioneering work in Northamptonshire – the nearest example  being on A422 at Farthinghoe of using cold bitumen to combine with the recycled existing road surface.

Councillor Whitaker  in her vote of thanks, complimented Mr Biczysko on his clarity of vision.

5. Police PC Martyn Dearsley is part of the Safer Community Teams which means that in this section of South Northants, two beat officers and three PCSO’s are dedicated to this area and will not be removed to centres of violence. The first planned three monthly meeting will take place on 16th May at the Parish Rooms Middleton Cheney. The three most troublesome points raised will be  given special treatment over the ensuing three months.South Northants has a low level of crime but there is greater perceived fear of crime than in Toxteth!

A community office is open in Chenderit School Middleton Cheney on Monday afternoons in term time. Outside of this, this is held in the Parish Rooms 3-4.30pm. 

He asked that all residents have a clearly visible name or house number displayed to aid the emergency services. Police can be contacted for non emergency matters on 08453700700. If using a mobile telephone to call 999, residents need to be aware that this goes to the nearest centre of the network provider.

PC Dearsley is also the Force wildlife officer. This role covers badgers, foxes and bats as well as global treatment to prevent wildlife destruction.

6. Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly 2006 were agreed as correct and signed by Parish Council Chairman.

7. No matters arising other than agenda items.

8.Chairman’s report
The highlight of our year was receiving a grant from the local Network Fund to enable us to run a summer activities programme for the young. Councillors Karin Cook and Sarah Bennett and for the young Clare Wills organised a very mixed programme for 3days a week during August. A climbing wall, circus skills, archery, drama, street dance, multisports, graffiti art, skate ramp, musical instruments, and even a DJ taster took place in both the Cricket and Football Fields, the Village Hall and the school’s playground.  Sadly it was poorly attended but those that took part thoroughly enjoyed it. Many thanks to Karin, Sarah and Clare and all the other volunteers.

There was money left over which could be spent on the young so 2 picnic tables were purchased and they have the CYP (Culworth Youth Project) sign on them. They are in the Cricket Field. There are a lot of very keen young cricketers in the village so we contributed to a gang mower for the pitch.

Following on from this Clare attempted to get more young involved but sadly this also failed. I hear more recently there is now more interest so we look forward to hearing from the relevant party.

We have had problems in the bus shelter in Sulgrave Road with structural damage as well as filth. We will repair it but no more cleaning is to be done until the young act more responsibly.

The School no longer require the Football Field so we are trying to get a lease for it. Sadly the owner Cmdr Crutchley died before he signed it but hopefully it will happen.

We entered the Village of the Year Competition and got Highly Commended. We have decided not to enter again as it involved a lot of paper work and time.

I must mention John Turner who sadly died in February. He left a memorial of his hard work in the churchyard by winning the competition 7 times.

Bulbs have been planted in the extended churchyard and also on approach roads to the village. Thank you to everyone who helped.

Karin started the Newsletter and has done a great job for 14years. Well done her. Carol Lawson of Herb Cottage (opp the Pub) has taken it over.

We continue to be inundated with paper work from the Government. Councillor Valerie Whitaker has been a great help in interpreting some of the necessary paper documents.

We have attended various local government meetings and have supported the campaign for the Horton Hospital.

We thank Dick Winter and Karin Cook for the contributions to oversee the accounts. The Clerk has greatly increased her work load over the year and I am very grateful for all she does. I must also thank the present Parish Councillors who give valuable voluntary time. Also other Councillors who have retired during this 4year period. I am delighted there is to be an election this time.

Diana Langdale.

9. Financial Report presented b y Councillor Cook
Accounts of 2005-6 audited b y BDO Stoy Hayward were distributed. Accounts are closely monitored by internal controller Karin Cook , Internal Auditor Dick Winter before the external audit.  One questioner asked if the street lighting could be turned off at night. The street lights work by use of a  photocell which allows the lights to come on at a level of darkness and thus go off in certain light conditions. Our supply is unmetered.

10. Charity Accounts. Mr Rowling Chair of Trustees ( Messrs Langdale, Cadogan and Rev Whiteman are the others)distributed  charity  to 15 households. Rent income £1456.

11. School Update- this had been dealt with by the School issuing their first newsletter to update the developments to date.

Overview

Culworth Primary School’s Governing Body is committed to the principle of providing sustainable and appropriate new school premises.  This is in order to secure the future for a school in Culworth which will continue to meet the current excellent educational standards for all children from the village and local area.  The decision has been taken following the LEA’s report on the deteriorating state of the current school premises and in response to the Diocese’s and Government’s programme of primary school rebuilding.  

The Governors believe that this principle is supported by the majority opinion within the Parish and that the School represents an established, integral and essential part of the village community.  Any re-provision must continue to meet these aims and must remain a substantial asset to the community.

Location

Although the Governing body has been offered the use of the allotment site next to the current school, they have been asked by the Trustees (who have given their written support to the project), and by some of the local community to consider other possible locations, and they are actively involved in this process.  Until another site is identified, however, the Governors have been advised to continue with the development of the project in its current form.  The design work undertaken by the architects can be transferred to another location.  On the present site, a geological survey has been commissioned and has just begun.
The Village Green

When considering the current proposed site, the Governing body are aware of the possible access and planning issues that relate to the Green.  Recognising local concerns, serious consideration continues to be given to reducing the impact of the build and this will be dealt with in detail during the planning discussions with the District Council.  Difficulty of access is always a major consideration when talking with the building’s designers, and will continue in all subsequent project discussions.
The Current Site


The future development of the current school site will be considered and decided by the Trustees, Charities Commission, local planning authorities and the Diocese.

Information and Consultation

All reasonable effort has and will be made to keep the local community abreast of developments through community meetings, bulletins on the village website, email updates, newsletters and through written communication.  The Governors would like to thank all those who have sent helpful communications, both supportive and concerned, which has helped shape the work to date.  Current plans can be viewed at the school office by appointment, and communication with John Harrison (Chair of Governors), Suzanne Lawrence (Head Teacher) and Richard Lingard (Chair of Building Committee) is welcomed through the school office.

Summary

The Governors hope that the new school, supported and steered by the local community  will remain an integral benefit to the people it serves;  an ecological,  sustainable, low-impact project which will continue to offer the small, secure and  caring environment for the children of many generations to come.

J Harrison Chair of Governors
 Sue Lawrence Head Teacher


Dr John Harrison, Chair of Governors stated  that in principle planning would be allowed on the allotment site.Councillor Whitaker read out a portion of a letter from SNC Planning dept to the School Trustees which emphasised the planning issues on the allotment site which seemed to indicate an unfavourable response to any application. Mrs Nunn stated that the school needed to resolve funding issues before dealing with the planning issues. Simon Martin Chair of CRAG stated that alternative sites were being looked at for the school.

12. Reports from Village Organisations will be distributed to all householders in May following Parish Council elections.

13. Report from District Councillor M. A. Sergison Brooke included the change to Council Housing in the future. She is a member of the Shadow Board for South Northamptonshire Homes which hopes to continue the excellent landlord /tenant relationship.The Board consists of 5 district Councillors, 5 tenants,5 others with housing expertise.Its parent company is Aragon.This Board will have resources to attend to community projects like carparking,and fencing.

Following May elections, a local plan common to South Northants, Daventry District and Northampton Borough will be produced. However, local consultation will be delayed until it has been vetted by Government.

Councillor Rosie Herring is Chair of the Social and Community Scrutiny review committee. Her role has involved supporting the Save Horton Campaign and the Reprovision of Brackley Cottage Hospital.Both Towcester Leisure Centre and Brackley have been formed into a Leisure trust to back up SERCO with a charitable foundation.

14.Report from County Councillor Ken Melling. He has been the local County Councillor since May 2005.It has been a privilege to represent you all and a challenge. He is a member of the Healthier Communities Scrutiny Committee during which time he has presented the County Council’s opposition to proposed closures at the Horton Hospital. He has challenged the changes to the Adult Care Services, looking at how services are mowing towards commissioning by local people.He is a member of Development Control Committee which is mainly schools and quarries as well as normal County Council meetings.

To date, Council Tax has been kept  below the rate of inflation, administration jobs will be cut by nearly 1000 by 2009 leading to a more efficient and innovative Council. The County Council has fought against becoming a Unitary authority.The Chief Executive and three directors have left.Business organisation and a greater investment in IT. Having successfully challenged the Government’s regionalisation of the Police Force, there is now more community policing with an investment of £0.5m. Hence the Community Policing teams aimed at areas of low level crime like South Northants.

Regarding Council Tax- three quarters of your bill goes to the County Council. However, this is a small portion of the required £915m.Government grants supply the rest and therefore pulls the strings. The grant can vary and there is less per head in NCC.Most of the Council’s functions are statutory and must be done.

60% goes to Children and Young People- schools, sports, fostering etc

25% goes to Community Services- elderly persons, adult learning, libraries etc

8% goes on Community Leadership- roads,environment,fire , safety etc

7% goes on operating costs

Highway maintenance is the biggest disappointment of this Administration to date.There is an enormous backlog of problems but budget problems prevent catchup. The amount available is set to rise by £1m this year rising to £21m in 2007-8 to £30m in three years time. Residents can put pressure on NCC by continually reporting problems through Street Doctor,either on line  or telephone.

The White Paper on local government reorganisation which may lead to more partnership working with District Councils may be the way forward.

15. Any other business

None

16. Meeting closed 9.20pm
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