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CULWORTH ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

7TH April 2011 at 7pm in Culworth Village Hall.

Present: Councillors K. Cook, B. Whitford, M.Rowling, A. Seeds, J. Golding, T. Howse and the Clerk Mrs J. M.Rowling.

Miss Bramwell, Mrs P. Wade, Mrs. D. Humphrey, Mrs J. Tinn, Mr. and Mrs P. Crawford, Mr and Mrs Riddell, Mrs J. Oxley, Mrs S Scott, Mrs A. Brereton. Mr. M. Donati, Mr. D Sussman, Lady Gross, Mr. G. Gross, Mr. C. Buckley, Mr. L. Gore, Ms K. Hudson, Mrs .G. Seeds, Mrs. D. Langdale, Mrs H. Wraighte, Mr. S. Rolt, Mrs J. Wilson (Aston le Walls)

PC James Reid

County Councillor Ken Melling and District Councillors M. A. Sergison Brooke, and R. Herring.

Apologies were received from Mrs. J. Gottowik and Mrs M. Koster.

Ms K. Cook, Chair of Parish Council took the chair.

HS2

Ms Cook introduced Mrs Jo Wilson of Aston Le Walls of SNAG, South Northants Action Group against HS2, who is coordinating the village contacts for HS2. She stressed the need to support the campaign against HS2. Each resident needed to respond to the Consultation. Members of the action group would be willing to help with completion of forms. All were advised to go to the local road shows, which are later in May.

She introduced Alan Seeds, Culworth Parish Councillor, and active member of SNAG. Mr Seeds gave the history of the proposal, which was announced by the Labour Government in March 2010. All parties appear in favour though the local MP Andrea Leadsom is against it. He spoke clearly about the failed business case, environmental case, and in general spoke of the lack of need for High Speed Rail. HS1 from London to the Tunnel has recently been sold for much, much less than the cost. It is unlikely that it will ever be in profit. Throughout Europe, High Speed rail has to be supported by Government. All are financially deficit. He urged all residents to complain to as many people as possible. The effects on the local area will be vast. Unsightly gantries, noise of trains every four minutes, are two long-term problems let alone the inconvenience of the construction works in the immediacy. The local area will have no benefit. The original cost is prohibitive. Final costings could be much greater. No freight will be carried. Trains will run initially from a new station at London Euston to a new station in Birmingham if the current route is approved. Other routes may still be considered.

Please use face book, twitter, email or post to contact local MP’s, all family members far and wide and anyone else particularly in the north that are unaware of the disaster of this proposal. SNAG is part of larger group of Action Groups up and down the line who are coordinating their actions. It is producing a local action pack. Philip Hammond the current Transport Secretary, is insistent that the line should be constructed. In the long term, it is planned to extend the line to Manchester and Leeds. Most people felt with the poor economic state of the country, with road maintenance at an all time low, health service and education cuts, this was madness. It was unclear why the Coalition Government was in favour. Although County Councillor Ken Melling was against HS2 and supportive of the local action groups, his views were in the minority at NCC. Councillor Seeds acknowledged the support of him at all council meetings.  NCC, in principle supported the concept of High Speed Rail but was not totally in favour of the proposed route. South Northants Council had set aside money to resist HS2 and both District Councillors had been active in supporting the anti-HS2. Councillor Howse was the local liaison person.

Councillor Cook thanked him for the excellent presentation.

PC James Reid reported that crime had fallen to 17 in the last year. Mostly were for criminal damage or Internet related. He continued to ask everyone to be vigilant as crime prevention is two-way. Contact details are in the newsletters.

Minutes of Annual Parish Assembly held in 2010 having been distributed in the room, were agreed as correct and signed by the Chair.

No matters arising.

The Bus- Councillor Whitford reported on the success of this to date thanks to Councillor Melling’s County Councillors Empowerment Fund. £5000 had been allocated to Culworth which has been used to make use of the Bus- a purpose converted bus with laptops, wifi, kitchen, toilet, games, quiet area where young people can meet. Youth workers come with the bus. Fortnightly on Friday with three additional sessions of all day are in the plans. The sessions are very well attended by about 24-30 young with ages varying from 5-17. It is hoped that parents will see the success of this venture and want to assist with the running of a youth group. The Village Hall committee is generous by allowing the Hall to be open on Youth Bus days for the use of toilets and additional kitchen but also an area. The young from 5-11 attend from 5-6.30pm and the older ones from 6.30pm to 8pm.Councillor Whitford is exploring other avenues for longterm funding.

Village Market. Councillor Golding organises these on a two monthly basis on the first Saturday of every even month. These are happy social events where local produce can be bought. Association of Businesses in Culworth (ABC) provides support for those working from home. 

Speed watch. Councillor Golding reported on the success of this but sadly due to cutbacks, Casualty Reduction Unit was disbanded on April 1st.

Village Hall 

Mrs J. Tinn Chairman, spoke of the changes in committee in the last year. Lady Gross and Mrs. Sarah Powell have replaced Mrs S. Trott and Mrs T. Mumford. The hall is now paying for itself. Bookings have gone up although film shows and pantomime tend to revenue losers. The Flower and Produce Show was a success in the autumn and will be repeated this year. Village Market and Coffee and Chat provide social meeting places. Jelly Tots for the very young has commenced on a Friday morning. Circle dancing takes place on the third Thursday of every month. Short mat bowls is supported once a fortnight on a Monday.

New tables and chairs have been purchased and much appreciated. It is hoped the combined fete with the Church on 19th June on the Cricket Field will be well supported; all are invited to attend the local premiere of ‘The Kings Speech’ on May 20th when a light supper will be served.

Culworth School Report

Mrs. Suzanne Lawrence and her team at Culworth School continue to provide an excellent and varied education for the children of Culworth and the surrounding villages.  The schools Improvement Partner visits and checks the schools targets and results every term and has confirmed that we are still Outstanding under the Ofsted conditions.

Last year we reported that we were embarking on the repair and refurbishment of the old School House and creating a new Reception classroom and outside area.   Thanks to the financial assistance from the Diocese of Peterborough, we have not only done this work, but also created new offices, and entrance to the school.  Bishop Donald, the Bishop of Peterborough came along on 29th March and dedicated the works at a service in the church and then by planting an olive tree.  We are now trying to raise 10% of the 300,000 that all of the work cost, and have been very grateful for the support we have received so far from our parents and community.  We are now more than half way to our goal.

The children have continued to support several charities, as in previous years, including this year the Salvation Army, and they still support the Children of Hope Project in Uganda.  As always, the parent/teacher association (CPSA) have also been raising funds in excess of that mentioned above, for lots of essentials that the budget just does not cover, and for which we are very grateful.

Church has played its part in the life of the school and all Christian festivals have been celebrated, along with those of other faiths.  The usual residential trips have been made to Grendon in Northamptonshire for Year 4's and The Pioneer Centre near Kidderminster for Year 6's.

We hope members of our community will come along and join in our fundraising events in the next few months.  We very much welcome everyone to our Annual Maypole Celebrations, Sports Day and end of year entertainments.

The school now looks forward to another year, full of challenges and successes.  We encourage visits from prospective parents and other interested parties.  Please contact the Bursar, Mrs. Susan Watson, on 01295 760610 in the first instance.

Gill Nunn

Chair of Governors

April 2011

St Mary’s Church

Report of the PCC for Annual Parish Assembly. From Phillida Walker PCC secretary

The PCC heard with regret that Rev Chris Whiteman is to leave at the end of June and wish him and Janet a long and happy retirement.

Services and times are unchanged except that, after being run very successfully by Gill Nunn for 8 years, the Bell, Book and Candle service has been replaced by a new monthly Family Service on second Sundays. 

Among social & fundraising events, successfully organised by a hard-working team including June Oxley, Simon & Diana Langdale and Patricia Donati were: 

Harvest Supper

Fete – now combined with Village Hall

John Betjeman Evening in the church

Quinquennial report found no major problems but partial re-roofing of the south aisle is needed, and some leadwork and plaster repairs.  

The PCC is very grateful to all those who take turns to the clean the church, arrange the flowers and keep the churchyard mowed and tidy. 

Culworth Charities

Councillor Rowling as Chairman of the Trustees said that the income for the year was £1440. 17 older people within the village benefitted at Christmas.

Trustees are Rev C. Whiteman, and Messrs Langdale, Cadogan and Rowling.

District Councillor M.A. Sergison Brooke spoke of SNC support for anti HS2 reserving £100,000 for technical studies. Council tax has remained unchanged. Central government funding has been reduced. Voluntary redundancy and non-filling of posts reduced the wages bill. To reduce expenditure further, senior posts only will be shared with Cherwell District Council. The new chief executive of the joint authority will be paid £30,000 less. The Planning department has improved the speed of dealing with applications. West Northants Joint Planning Unit consultation on planning for the next years needs careful reading and response promptly. The Localism Bill will allow Parishes more say and increased functions particularly the larger parishes. Alternative sources of energy such as Wind Turbines were increasing.

District Councillor Herring said as Deputy Leader she was much involved in the decision making of the Council. Horton Hospital had been saved this time round. New health service s proposals need monitoring.

The new drivers course at Silverstone, funded by users now was worthwhile in retraining and reducing accidents in young people.

Following elections in May, Mrs herring intended to keep the momentum up on HS2.

County Councillor Ken Melling.
· Introduction

I have been your County Councillor for the past six years.  I represent a large rural area, from Upper Boddington & Eydon in the north to Middleton Cheney & Kings Sutton in the south.

· What do I do ?

I am one of 73 elected members who vote & agree on future policy – the staff is then responsible for implementing the policy and day-to-day operations.   I also advise on local issues and help local people in their dealings with the County Council.   

I am Chairman of the County Council Pension Fund Committee, a £1.3M fund that includes county, borough & district council staff, schoolteachers, civilian police workers and university & college staff.  The committee determines future policy for the investment of pension contributions.     

I am also a member of the internal Audit Committee; ensuring proper controls are in place for spending your money.  Irrespective of how it is spent, we make sure that proper controls are in place.

· Budget Cuts

You will all be aware of the £68M reduction in the 2011-12 budget due to government policy.  A further £25M has to be cut next year.   

The subsidy of £3.1M per annum for local buses in Northamptonshire has been removed, although a transition budget of £1M has been set aside.  Consultation on the future of local transport will be published during April.   

No libraries are closing this year, but all Public Libraries are being reviewed during 2011 to reduce costs and increase efficiencies.

Plans are currently being prepared on a reduction in Street Lighting, to be introduced during the summer. 

School Crossing Patrols are being terminated by the summer holidays.

The Casualty Reduction Partnership is being closed, and the police have already switched off all Speed Cameras.

The County Council will reduce staff numbers by approx. 900 jobs this year.    A new staffing structure is currently being prepared.

· The Good News

Your NCC Council Tax is the lowest of any shire county in England.

The merger of back-office services with Cambridge County Council has saved £Ms and won a national award for excellence.

The new Chief Executive is paid £30,000 less than his predecessor.   He is reducing administration costs, including less Directors & less Heads of Service.

· High Speed Rail

There was a debate at County Hall on HS2 in March, but no vote was taken.     Some County Councillors seem ambivalent about HS2, or are attracted to the idea of better services on the existing lines. 

NCC will decide on a formal response to the consultation by the end of May.   I have spoken out strongly against HS2 – objecting to the speed of 250mph, which prevents it following existing transport corridors, and to soundness of the business case, which we all know is totally unreal. We must continue to fight against HS2 now, to convince the government to stop this plan.   

If you want to get in touch, please ring 07950 038128 or e-mail kmelling@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Chairman’s Report

The year started with the existing Chair, Diana Langdale standing down from the Parish Council as well as the chair. So we co-opted a new member, Councillor Alan Seeds and I have been chairing the meetings ever since.

I am not going to list a whole host of what the parish council had done this year… details of the day to day decisions can been seen in our minutes or heard at our meetings… much of it is pretty mundane; continual problems with potholes and water leaks – we are very vigilant in reporting these although the response is slow and despite assurances that the 30 mph signs at Lindsays Corner were to finally be move this year… we are still waiting.

In addition to the HS2 & The Bus, which you have already heard about, I will mention a few other things we have been involved in:

A new newsletter editor – Mrs Sue Razavi who took over from Carol Lawson

A new seat in the Recreation field

Another successful litterpick,

The Parish Council Surgeries – held at the Village Markets

Speedwatch

Dog Poo bins – which have proved so far not to be too costly but really do need to be used more to be effective in cleaning up the village! Dog owners beware!!

We were going to slightly reduce our precept this year but decide to keep it the same as last year in order to support the School which is very central to the village and village life.

Finally I would like to thank all the councillors and the Parish Clerk for their work over the past year.  As you may be aware, our 4 year term is coming to an end.  Two of our current councillors have decided not to stand again; Councillor Golding and Councillor Powell, and I thank them in particular for their hard work, they will both be missed.  I would like to say that you could all look forward to a brand new Parish Council, however as there are not enough candidates for an election you will be seeing familiar faces, although we have one new face and will have to find another to co-opt to make up our full council.  I would like to think that the reason for the lack of people coming forward to be prospective councillors indicates that parishioners are satisfied with us and how we conduct our business; however I am sure that is probably not the case. You may call me cynical!

Councillor Karin Cook

Chair, Culworth Parish Council

Annual Parish Assembly 7/04/2011

John Down

The Chairman requested that a letter of sympathy be sent to the family of John Down our much-respected postman who had died on 5th April 2011 He had been the village postman for nearly twenty years. In that time, he knew us all and was so considerate.

Meeting closed at 9pm.
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