Culworth Annual Parish Assembly April 24th 2006


CULWORTH  PARISH  ASSEMBLY

Monday April 24th 2006 at 7.30pm in Village Hall

Present:Councillors  D. Langdale ,J. Powell, K.Cook, T.Howse ,M. Rowling and the Clerk

County Councillor Ben Smith, PC S. Rush, PCSO S. Bourne

Mrs. J. Tinn, Mrs. S. Trott, Mrs. R. Courtney,Mrs. D. Humphrey ,Mrs. J. Oxley, Mrs P Stewart, S. Chester, Shaun Oxley and D. Kench

Apologies Councillors Bennett (work) and Whitaker (meeting)County Councillor Ken Melling. Mrs G. Nunn.

The Chairman Mrs D. Langdale welcomed everyone

She introduced County Councillor Ben Smith to speak on West Northants Development Corporation. As Councillor Melling was unable to attend, he was willing to take County Council matters.

WNDC was a government appointed body not funded by Government but from the developers- an unusual situation. All infrastructure has to be paid from the developers tariff.If a new A43/A5 bypass is to be built, £50m has to be raised. Development in Northampton, Towcester and Daventry is planned on existing brownfield sites.However, to get the required numbers, Greenfield land will be used in  Northampton. Exiting brownfield sites need decontamination and landscaping.

Object of development- rejuvenate town centres. The impact on surrounding villages is likely to be of increased traffic, extra jobs locally ,and a rise in property values. It is difficult to see how low cost housing can be built or schools which all have to be built out of tariff. Flood alleviation plan may be affected. Strategic environmental assessment really needed but not carried out. Increased waste also but not part of remit of WNDC!

Traffic management- concern at the number of cars mounting the pavement opposite Red Lion was raised. This is a regular school walk. Bollards had been proposed three years ago, likewise moving the 30 mph at Sulgrave Road to other side of Park House. Once estimated have been received again from NCC Nick Gore, Chairman Clerk and member of public were invited by Councillor Smith providing he has been given all relevant paperwork to attend County Hall to discuss way forward.

Councillor Smith hoped that in the future, each councillor could have a small budget of c£15000 to use in his area. NCC was to become a smaller enabling Council.

Police Authority  Councillor Smith is a member of the Authority. He expressed concern at the proposed merger into East Midlands force which the local Police did not want. Funding for the transition would have supplied an increased local manpower.

The Chairman thanked him for his attendance.

Police  PC S. Rush and PCSO S. Bourne  noted the increase in local crimes. The trend in rural areas is to steal 4x4,trailers, and keys to high priced cars. Parking on pavements particularly at school times is to be raised at school but there is no school parking provision. Parking in Banbury Lane is a problem but yellow lines require sanction of PC, NCC and Highways Agency.

Parking on footpaths to allow two other vehicles to pass was raised. PC Steve Rush would investigate although he thought it was to avoid wing mirror damage.He can be contacted at steve.rush@northantspolice.co.uk.

Minutes of 2005 Annual Parish Assembly were approved and signed by the Chairman. 

Matters arising

Cricket Field- Mrs Trott noted that initially the Parish Council were not keen on Licence arrangements. These had proved satisfactory to date. Others had been keen to purchase the field. Licence arrangements does not preclude other ideas.Councillor Cook spoke of Summer Activities which would be held principally on Berry Hill Close. Youth shelters were being discussed but the youth were slow to participate.

Chairmans Report  Councillor  Langdale reported a quiet year apart from a large volume of Government documents. Councillors Theobald and Middleton had resigned during the year through pressure of work. They had been replaced by coopting Councillors J. Powell and S. Bennett., two younger members of the village. Congratulations were sent to John Turner for another immaculate and attractive churchyard. Congratulations to Councillors Bennett and Cook for enabling a grant of £6350 to be awarded to the village for Summer Youth Activities. She thanked all Councillors and the Clerk for their support.

Financial Report of 2004-5 was distributed. No comments

Charity Report  Martin Rowling reported that the rental income was £1545 for the year. This would be likely to fall in future years due to a downturn in farming.

14 Households benefitted from Christmas donations.

All other reports to be included in Annual Report distributed in May to all households.

Any other business

a) Queens 80th birthday – No enthusiasm to celebrate.
Meeting closed 8.40pm
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