CULWORTH  ANNUAL PARISH ASSEMBLY

April 11th 2005 

Present; Councillors Diana Langdale, Karin Cook, Chris Middleton, Valerie Whitaker, Martin Rowling and the Clerk Mrs J. M. Rowling.

Members of public present: Mrs. Becky Franklin, John Turner, Michelle Koster, Ken Webster, Mrs. Shirley Trott, PCSO Suzanne Bourne.

Apologies:

Mrs P. Walker, F. Eaton Esq., Mrs. R. Courtney, Councillor Theobald and Howse, Darrell Locke

The Chairman welcomed everyone introducing Garth Jagles and Jerry Bird from Affordable Housing Co Ltd

POLICE

PCSO Suzanne Bourne had been in post two and half years. There is combined Neighbourhood Watch with Eydon New members are welcomed . Reported crimes are sent to coordinators by ringmaster. There is a dedicated telephone line and now public liability insurance for those involved in scheme. New members are always welcome.

Reported crime had gone down from 25 on 2003-4 to 15 in 2004-5. She explained the new rules on partner abuse which is less dependent on charges being pressed by the other partner. If the charge is withdrawn, the police can now proceed if they feel justification.

PC Yvonne Harland is the Community Beat Officer. Since appointment, she has been off sick. New policing rules may mean extra officers to divide the beat. In response to questions, as a result of Home\Beat which has stressed the importance of police profile, it was agreed that since PC Sargeant departure last June, neither the \CBO nor CBSO had been seen in the village.

The promised meeting between Lifelong learning, the police and the youth had failed to materialise. CBSO Bourne agreed to encourage this. Councillor Whitaker noted that Connexions recommended youth facilities in rural areas.

The Chairman thanked her for attendance.

Affordable Housing Co Ltd. 

Two directors Jerry Bird, a builder of 32 years experience, and Garth Jagles, a legal and banking executive were introduced. They had the backing of the Princes Trust, and some local authorities in seeking land for affordable housing. SNC is actively seeking sites for affordable housing yet not releasing their own land. SNC would wish to carry out a further Housing Needs Survey to assess the type of properties required. (CITY Housing needs survey is out of date)Questions were asked. In principle, those present considered any housing should be for this village rather than clusters of villages as SNC were recommending. The Chairman thanked them for their attendance.

Financial Report 2003-4 had already been circulated with last year’s annual report. An overview of 2004-5 was given including the budget for 2005-6

Licensing Act Councillor Whitaker gave an excellent overview of this piece of legislation

Reports from Village organisations will be included in Annual Report for circulation to all Households.

District Councillor R. Herring spoke of the Nightstop- local households offer homeless night shelter. Her involvement at SNC included considering facilities for disabled, emergency planning, future of Brackley Cottage Hospital, Twin Bin scheme- to start in Culworth at end of April. Richard Fox is the new head of Planning and Leisure. Interviews for the post of Chief Executive take place this week. Three out of four candidates are women.

CITY update Mr. Webster   Village design Statement is important to complete but the leader had moved away. Councillor Cook stated that broadband , map of the village, village information point in Church Porch, the advent of recycling bins in April had been part of CITY’s aims.

Cycle route to Sulgrave  Mrs. Koster  wants to pursue this with the County Council after May elections.

Meeting closed 9.50pm 

