Culworth Annual Report 2009


CHAIRMAN of PARISH COUNCIL REPORT 2009

Great efforts are being made to get a children’s playground in the village and you will hear more from Councillor Jim Powell later. Grants are being investigated & thus we have put aside £5000 towards it.

Mrs Trott is keen for villagers to enjoy the benefit of the Cricket Field and would like some imaginative ideas from you all as to what you would like there. We will discuss this later in the meeting. The Culworth Cricket Advisory Committee has met several times & Councillor Brian Whitford has written a report. Sadly the Kids Club has now moved to the school so no longer uses the field.

We now have a lease for the Football Field and we are delighted that it is being used regularly. Several Councillors kindly formed a working party & chopped down trees and tidied up around the field. We now have new nets and it is now mown more frequently as requested by villagers. We spend a large portion of our budget on mowing and maintaining the Green, the Cricket and Football Fields and the Burial Ground, together with Street Lighting.

Re Berry Hill Close-NCC Arboriculturist has reported that work needs to be carried out on 2 trees and 1 in the Allotment Field as soon as possible.

Sadly the Red Lion Pub has been closed and the Brewery has boarded it up for security. 

We have had more complaints about speeding traffic particularly at school time. We have put up Speed Posters at regular intervals and Councillor Jules Golding will report on the Speed Watch programme which started this week. Mark Gatland Area Manager of May Gurney (who has worked for the Council for 21yrs) came and talked about several road problems. I can assure you all we are continually trying to stop speeding!

Councillor Golding has started a Village Market in the Village Hall which has been a success. She will give you a report.  All Village organisations’ reports will be sent to every household.

The Jubilee Seat on the Village Green has been repaired after an accident.

Councillors distributed SNC’s Housing Survey at the end of January.

I must thank Carol Lawson of Herb Cottage who kindly produces the Newsletter and once again I ask everyone to inform her of their plans and notices. If we do not contribute anything we will be unable to continue it-use it or loose it!

The Clerk is continually kept busy with mountains of paper work but everyone is trying to do as much as possible on line. She has attended, with our Councillors various meetings on planning, roads, police 

Thank you Clerk for all your hard work-it makes my life much easier!

Councillor Karin Cook has kindly updated the Green Policy on the Village Website. This is an excellent way of keeping in touch as to what is going on. She also over sees our financial report.

Several councillors have helped clean up the Village and surrounding areas.

There is a new document for Freedom of Information 

Finally my thanks must go to all our Parish councillors for the time and thought they have given to village affairs.

Diana Langdale

Culworth Cricket Field Advisory Committee

This committee was formed as a condition of the licence given to the Parish Council by Mrs S.Trott in January 2004, for fifteen years. The committee consists of two Parish Council members elected annually in May, currently Jules Golding and Brian Whitford, one adult member of Culworth Cricket Club elected annually, currently David Osborne, two young persons elected annually (one non voting) David Eaton and Clare Wills until April 2009. Katy Nunn has replaced Clare Wills, one village representative Mrs S. Razavi and the Licensor Mrs S.Trott or a family member. 

· Its remit is to receive suggestions for the use of the field and report back to Parish Council.

· The Clerk to the Parish Council carries out the day-to-day management and also clerks the meetings.

· Funding is via the Parish Council.

· Four meeting have been held this year.

· It was agreed that all use of the field should be notified to all members before permission given.

· Hiring rates were confirmed.

· Moles and their control were discussed. 

· Problem of misuse of field of field by youths led to both gates being locked. A lockable bolt will be fixed to the Green gate off High Street. A lockable bollard is now installed at the Banbury Lane entrance allowing the field to be enjoyed by residents of all ages once again.

· Sheep have grazed the field during April at the request of the Cricket Club.

· The play area details are awaited.

· Throughout the year, there were two private cricket matches. 

· Culworth School Sports Day was held there likewise school summer sports and rehearsal for Sports Day. and a car boot in aid of School funds. 

· The Village fete was held in June and in September, a very successful fundraising car boot, cricket match, and BBQ for Katherine House Hospice.

· The children and teenagers are able to enjoy the space of the field. Picnic tables funded by CYP grant improve the facilities for the youth to socialise.

· The field is available for car parking for funerals free of charge, but there is a charge for weddings and other social occasions. 

Brian Whitford

Chair

CULWORTH Cricket Club 
Culworth seniors were in Division 1 of the South Northants league last season, finishing 4th in the table. They won the Divisional Cup against Byfield in July.
The Junior sides all had a very good season. The U15s won their league but were beaten in the play-off final. Both the Under 13s & U11s finished 3rd in their respective leagues. There was no Kwik cricket last season for the younger cricketers. 
Last year we had an issue with someone driving their car across the square and consequently the gates were locked to stop this happening again. A cricket square takes many years of hard work and a lot of money in order for it to be good enough to play on - it is not something that happens overnight. We realise that locking the gates was an inconvenience to some field users but we felt it was the right decision at the time. This has hopefully been resolved with the bollard that has been installed and people can once again enjoy the cricket field.
The booking of the field for private events is working well with the Parish Clerk consulting directly with the cricket club.

Dawn and David Eaton

St Mary’s Church Culworth 2009

During the year, the schedule of one service a week has been maintained, except for the fifth Sunday in the month when the service rotates around the Benefice.

As Culworth is one of the six parishes within the group, the Rector Rev Chris Whiteman is with us on a regular basis for the fourth Sunday only to celebrate Holy Communion. As part of the laity, Gerald Cadogan leads Matins and Evensong on the first and third Sundays, with the Bell Book and Candle led by Mrs Gill Nunn and her team on the second Sunday to which children and their family are especially welcomed.

We are grateful for this lay leadership. Without this, the weekly service schedule could not be maintained.

Regrettably, lead was stolen from the porch roof, and an attempted theft of lead from the Chancel roof during the year. In addition, the churchyard shed door was wrenched off the hinges and mowers stolen.

Although these crimes occurred during the night, residents are asked to be vigilant at all times and report any suspicious activities to the Police.

It is increasingly difficult to balance the running and repair costs of an old structure with the regular income. Fundraising is important if the church building is to remain as an amenity for the benefit of all parishioners.

We are grateful to those who organised various events during the year.

Whit walk from Thorpe Mandeville via Sulgrave to Moreton Pinkney.

Harvest Festival and supper organised by June Oxley who deserves special thanks.

5 a side football arranged by Jules Williams took place in October, in spite of a downpour. 6 valiant teams took part. A repeat competition may happen in the future.

Quiz set and distributed by Mrs Wade.

Barbershop singers in November – very good singers & good audience

Fete was a combined event with the Village Hall, organised by Jules Williams & was well attended, on one of the few dry, if cold, days of last summer. For the future there will be a village committee to run the fete.

The traditional Gift Day was enlivened by musical interludes by various residents.

The church is one of the few to be kept open, thanks to Mr Rowling who unlocks & locks the door each day. This is much appreciated by many visitors.

The churchyard continues to be maintained to a high standard. Although this green area provides solace for many, it is maintained by the labours of a very small band. Any additional help would be welcomed.

We are also fortunate to have several dedicated people who care for the flowers, cleaning, & even a choice of organists.

Phillida Walker and Martin Rowling Culworth PCC

Footpaths
After a particularly nasty winter, no doubt some of the footpaths are in need of attention; if you do find anything amiss, please let me know.
Last year I started to enquire as to the possibility of a footbridge over the stream at the back of the nursing home.  After initial enthusiasm from the powers that be I have heard nothing, I suspect because of financial constraints. However I shall continue to try and get something done.
There are at the moment three circular walks already on the Culworth website, each one lasting between an hour and an hour and a half. I hope some more will be added during the year.Any problems on a footpath or bridleway can be reported to me on 01295 768110.
Trees
The trees on the Glebe Field were inspected on November 28th last year by the Senior Arboricultural Officer of NCC.  Minor works were suggested.  All works will be carried out by Property Services of the N.C.C.
Terry Howse 
Culworth Parish Council Footpath Warden

Northamptonshire County Council - 2009  
Introduction
I have been your County Councillor since May 2005.  I represent a large rural area, from Upper Boddington & Eydon in the north to Kings Sutton & Marston St. Lawrence in the south.

County Council elections will be held on 4th June.  I am not here to canvass your votes, but to give you my annual report as your County Councillor.

What have I been doing ?
During the past year, I was a member of the Health & Adult Social Care Scrutiny Committee.  My main work has been reviewing the social services across the county. 

I am also on the internal Audit Committee, ensuring proper controls are in place for spending your money.  Irrespective of how it is spent, we make sure that proper controls are in place when we spend £1.3M per annum.

 What has this Administration achieved ?
This Conservative Administration has been in for the nearly 4 years.  Before that was 12 years of Labour Administration.   What have been the successes and the failures of this Administration ?

- The biggest success has been controlling Council Tax.  About 75% of your Council Tax bill is for the County Council, and this administration has kept that below inflation over the last 4 years.   NCC now has the lowest council tax bill in England, but nearly 25% of that bill still goes on retirement pensions for former staff.

- The next big success has been cutting bureaucracy & costs.  From top to bottom, everything has been reviewed.   Directors, management & staff jobs have been cut, systems have been replaced, and over £35M has been saved to date.   Nearly 1,500 fte jobs have been eliminated.

- The biggest disappointment has been Highway Maintenance.  It is no better than it was 4 years ago, and there is still a backlog.  

What about Roads & Pavements?

Over the past four years, we have new Chief Executive, a new Director of Highways, and a new contractor MGWSP.   We have regularly increased the budget for highway maintenance and we have some of the safest roads in England, thanks to the Casualty Reduction Partnership.  We obtained a special government grant of £1.5M to improve safety on rural roads in S. Northants (Rightracks).  

The alternative approach of the previous administration, which wildly overspent on social services and said the potholes don’t matter.   Who is right?

Ken Melling

Culworth CE Primary School 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Mrs Suzanne Lawrence and her dedicated team at Culworth School continue to provide an excellent and varied education for the children of Culworth and surrounding villages.  The school has been very busy this year, as usual.  The main news is the fantastic report received from Ofsted after their inspection in February.  This shows that Culworth is an “Outstanding” (Level 1) school on all key criteria!   

Among many other positive comments, Ofsted said   “... there is a rich and vibrant curriculum and excellent teaching.  This ensures that pupils flourish both socially and academically and consequently are prepared exceptionally well for the next stage of their education and for later life.”   In statistical terms this means that Culworth is in the top 10% of schools within Northamptonshire LEA and the top 9% nationally.   The school now awaits the Section 48 Inspection result, which is carried out by the Diocese of Peterborough and judges effectiveness as a church school.   The school has also achieved the Activemark 2008 Award for High Quality PE & Sports and is now working towards the Healthy Schools Award.

Several charities have been well supported by the children, including Boxes for Africa, Stamps for Leukaemia Care, Children in Need, Comic Relief and they have “adopted” and support children from Uganda under the Children of Hope Project.  Events have also been organised by the CPSA to raise much needed funds for the school.

Much work has been carried out at the School in the past 12 months.  In addition to the day-to-day repairs and improvements, major projects have been discussed and undertaken.  The school boundary was recently tidied up with many overgrown trees and shrubs cut back.   A new courtyard, fencing and pergola has been a major project to remove the old overgrown pond area at the main pedestrian access to the school and replacement with a new covered pond, sensory garden and pergola seating area.  New fencing has defined the school boundary and bike racks will be installed soon in accordance with the school’s Green Travel Plan.  The school buildings remain in need of structural repairs and there are serious concerns about the state of the Old School House.  It is possible that considerable sums of money will be needed to rectify this soon.  It is hoped that news of a new school build will be forthcoming before this is necessary, but contingency plans are being made. 

During the year Culworth School became a “Values School” which aims for good strong social relationships and self-esteem, resulting in respect for others and the environment, within a coherent school community.  Hot dinners have been introduced and the take up has been very encouraging.  Children went on residential visits to Grendon and The Pioneer Centre and various other educational day visits.  They held school and community worship in the church each term along with the usual festivals – Christingle, Harvest, Easter etc. and had a wonderful afternoon dancing round the maypole.

The school is now looking forward to another successful year and encourages visits from prospective parents and other interested parties.  Please contact the Bursar, Mrs. Susan Watson, on 01295 760610 in the first instance.

Gill Nunn

Culworth Gang
We continue to meet on alternate Wednesdays in Sulgrave Church Hall.

It has been asked why we do not return to Culworth Village Hall now that the Kids Club no longer uses it. We can catch a bus from Culworth to Sulgrave and return also. There would be no bus enabling Sulgrave members to get to and from Culworth.

We have 27 members in total.

During the year, we have had two day trips. One to Hunstanton and the Lavender Fields and the other to the Forest of Dean where we had a guided tour on a beautiful sunny day.

Cherwell Golf Club hosted a very successful lunch.

We continue to have speakers at our meetings and cover a wide range of topics.

We will soon be entering our 40th year since the Club was founded- ‘a five minute wonder’ they all said.

Rosemary Courtney, Chair 

Report from Police

Community Panels

We are now holding Community Panel Meetings, alternating between Middleton Cheney Parish Meeting Rooms and Chipping Warden Village Hall every three months. These Community Panel Meetings are for local residents to discuss any policing issues and help set three priorities for us to help resolve.

We have been visiting a ‘street a week’ recording residents issues across the area

Surgeries
We hold a Surgery (duties permitting) every Monday between 4pm and 5pm at Middleton Cheney Parish Meeting Rooms where residents can discuss face to face with officers any problems or issues they may have. We are also due to use a new office at Chenderit School.

Operations
· Op Waiver – To warn drivers about Number Plate theft and crime prevention advice.

· Op Outpour – To check vehicles for Red diesel and stolen scrap metal. With customs and excise, environment agency and VOSA (vehicle inspectorate)

· Op Speed Checks – To monitor vehicle Speeds

· Op parasol – taking sniffer dog round several pubs in the area.

Crime Figures

We have been experiencing fuel and heating oil thefts, church lead thefts and trailers from farms. We have been marking horse saddles to prevent theft and recently patrolled with trading standards targeting doorstep sellers and bogus tradesmen.

· 1 Burglary

· 5 non-dwelling burglary

· 3 thefts from motor vehicles 

· 3 thefts were reported.
Anti Social Behaviour Figures

5 reports of 1 litter, 1 firearms, 2 civil disputes and 1 noise reported

Staff changes
 PCSO Charlotte Whitehead has replaced Suzanne Bourne
Martyn Dearsley Safer Community Team

VILLAGE HALL 2009 

 ‘USE IT OR LOSE IT’

We held a public meeting on July 1st to discuss the future of the Hall. The implications of the decisions facing the Committee were explained and views on six possible sites for a new Hall were collected. We circulated a letter with the results of the meeting asking villagers to attend the AGM on November 11th when a decision as to the future of the Hall would be taken.

We received notice from Tracy Mumford that the Kids Club would no longer need use of the Hall. This meant a considerable loss of income for the Hall and would lessen our chances of gaining a grant towards the new Hall. It was therefore decided at the AGM, in view of the feelings of the village and drop in income to put plans for a new Hall on the back burner and concentrate on raising as much money as possible to keep the present Hall open.  Also at the AGM, the village Representatives and the Trustees agreed to stand again and the officers were re-elected.


Village Representatives - 
School


Tracy Mumford






Parish Council

Julie Golding






Whist Drive


Margaret Claridge


Trustees -


Martin Rowling






Joan Gottowik






Shirley Trott






Peter Koster


Officers - 


Chair


Julie Tinn






Treasurer

Ian Simonsen






Secretary/Bookings
June Oxley

The first Village Fete as a joint venture between the Church and the Hall was held on July 4th and the next will be held on June 21st starting at 2pm, preceded by a Car Boot Sale at 12 noon.

We have ordered our first batch of ECO bags, attractive Hessian bags with strong handles to take all your shopping. These bags have a scene from Culworth on one side and a design taken from those submitted by children at Culworth School on the other. It is hoped that these will be on sale at the Village Fete.

The Hall continues to be used by regular groups, Pilates, Whist Drive and Circle Dance. The Coffee and Chat mornings are a popular addition; held on every 2nd Tuesday in the month and the Village Market held every two months has so far been a success.  We had a magical sell out performance of The Snowman in January which was enjoyed by children and adults alike. Future events in the Hall include a Fashion Show on Friday, 24th April and a Film Evening on Friday 15th May.

Please support these events and help to keep your Village Hall open.

Julie Tinn

Charity Report

 Martin Rowling Chair of trustees ( Simon Langdale, Gerald Cadogan, and Rev Chris Whiteman) gave the customary distribution  of money at Christmas to 18 households. Rental Income for the year was £1544 which is generated by the leasing of about 30 acres at Wappenham under arable cropping and a small parcel of pasture land at Silverstone.
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