

Culworth Annual Parish Assembly

Monday 13th April 2003

Present: Mr. and Mrs. Ken Webster, Mr. T. Howse, Mr. and Ms David Cook, Ian Simonsen, Martin Rowling, Simon Theobald, Mrs. H. Kuypers, Mrs. M. Wormington, Mrs. R. Courtney, John Turner, Ms. Valerie Whitaker, Mrs. Gill Nunn, Katie Nunn, Hannah Theobald, Graham Woodward, District Councillor Lewis Garfield and the Clerk Mrs. J. M. Rowling.

The Chairman of Parish Council Mrs. Diana Langdale welcomed everyone to the Assembly.

Apologies: Mrs. J. Gottowik, Mrs. Ruby Humphrey, Mrs M. Claridge, Mrs. P. Walker, Mrs. Dorothy Humphrey and County Councillor Malcolm Mildren.

Police.   The Chairman introduced PC Martin Sargeant. After introducing himself, he noted that crime in the Culworth beat was the third lowest in the County although crime in Brackley had risen by 52.8%. Burglaries were predominantly opportunist. He urged all present to leave nothing lying around. 

Neighbourhood Watch

Pc Sargeant was keen to reactivate this. Anyone interested in becoming a village sector representative should contact the Clerk. He and the Clerk would be sending a letter round to every household asking for volunteers but also pointing out some important Crime prevention issues

He was pleased to report that following some problems with a group of young people, a meeting with a householder, the Police and a representative from the Community a meeting place had been found 

 Three Police Community Support Officers had been appointed for one year at least to give a high profile presence on the streets. Suzanne Bourn is attached to this beat. The mobile Police station is on the Green from time to time for any one to use.  

If the call to Police is non urgent, please dial 01604 700700 and leave a message with the Duty Officer for PC Sargeant.

 It was noted that  Under 18’s may not drink alcohol in a public place

Parishioners expressed grave concern at the number of fatal accidents along the B4525.  Suggestions to reduce the hazard of speeding/overtaking could include double white lines all along the road, resurfacing the road to alter the camber,mobile speed cameras, removing the tree stump near Chacombe turn, reinsertion of cats eyes. Most accidents are in the daytime.

Everyone present could write to him. He would be pleased to forward all suggestions. The Parish Council had already forwarded comments to Susan Mills Area Highway Manager.

Youth Councils

Hannah Theobald gave a full report on the first meeting this year at SNC with John Wood Administrative officer in the Chair due to no young person wishing to fill this position. Use of their budget was discussed including the Charity they would support

Representatives from several schools in the area were present. The next meeting was scheduled for April

Chairmans Report , Budget for 2003-4 and Accounts 2002-3, St. Mary’s Church, Culworth Gang, Village Hall, Cricket Club, Charities Report are all included in the Annual Report circulated to all the villagers.

District Councillors Report

Councillor Garfield outlined the work of a councillor and the large amount of time required if one is a Cabinet member. District Council tax has risen this year  for the first time in four years to take account of Central  Government requirements.

Any other business

1. Village of Year – and East Midlands in Bloom-   all present were keen to enter

2. Sulgrave Road Bus shelter noticeboard     Ms. Whitaker offered to paint the Noticeboard and attend to running repairs. The Chairman thanked her.

3. Jubilee Celebrations   John Turner thanked the Council for an excellent day

Mr. Simonsen asked that thanks be recorded to The Red Lion, Colin and Ruth Haywood  for the excellent pig roast the previous evening.

Operation Springclean   3rd May 10am at The Forge

Meeting closed at 9.30pm


